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Abstract

This research has been seing the problem of gender marginalization in Aceh,particularly at North
Aceh. Not only the problem on economy but also in social and political turbulance. The
indication can be found within gerder political participation and their involvement in political
institution were low in quantity. There might be some thing wrong with the gender political
communication and political marketing, the recent opinion in particular was to obtain and
articulate the interest of gender political perspective. This research was aimed at identifying the
gender voter characteristic in Aceh and which was related to structural and influence in the level
of gender political understanding in Acch and North Acch in particular. The research informent
was done and considered purposively and intended due to the need of this research. The data
collection technique was based on observation, interview and documentation in analysing the
available reference. The data technique analysis with model interactive was done on data

reduction, classification,verification and conclusion.

i Keywords: Political Communication, gender, empowerment, Aceh

Background 0 o .
“ghile the state territorial conflict was ended, the priority issue should be placed is peace

building by preventing the future possibility Cfmﬂict through tl}C ;UPPOF of ‘:f ?efpocmhzaﬁoﬂ
m}:levour and capacity building for the instituno?.lelf;:?;;gc:nﬁ ;qzi?; y model of government
W 1Chl . ustice, em owerment, . i 4 S
Gensclglf‘T?: l:\%e?-p;g;uﬁ{;éssitn all ovI;r the world, 1t means tlhat g?ng':_ :;1::111’2';01;1 tmze‘:gzg;r:s
aising in society? In Aceh case of peace and transatiorh, . rslir:xistin mcissy ¢ .
Where, the role opportunity, and gender envolvement within rece rticulategtﬁe inter.est o
gende:- political e:;-lpowermcnt is needed In order to a

R ; :sion makers in many institutions
. ; s involved In decision : tut
z?pectwe. In this matter, whoever gendeLt‘ themselves acting as message. This behavior is at

only act as carrier massage delivery: b
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Y . This fact has
the same time can avoid the systemic willingness 10 mar ginalize . scenr(:‘t:;r;ocl; into the Aceh
brought gender position at the lower level. and gender I needed ;;e S imving that that the
political space. The gender empowerment becomes important dwand mischiefed n the peace
gender is adominant group within society and not left behin
development and development transition. ) he gender has failed in

The 2014 Aceh Legislative Election has given the first picture wherz:)f; 5 ender deligates in
world politics. Although, every political parties must propose at Jeash e e by getting 8.8%
every election places, but the fact indicates that-gender just won thfz eltcuon, g = t%r-t't' t:
from 630 scats. Similarly to Aceh situation. where in the Acch parh_amcm-. i S sziu:;:[m
14.8% or in the other words, gender just winning 12 seats from 81 avqllable seats. n s Yl
4 seats of Provincial Dcleémion Council (DPD) and 13 seats 1n Fhe A ; lOI’ldf
Parliament (DPR RI). no any single gender represents Aceh. Ironically, if l°°kcd. i vaan
Acchnese voters, in which gender voters is more than 50% or 1.679.086 voters in compiring .
1.635.288 men voters. So, the indicated number is still not represented the gendc{:r delegation that
obligated by the Indonesian Election Law (Undang-undang Pemilu). Moreover, 1n the county and
city local parliament (DPR Kabupaten/Kota). which reperesented by 8.8% seals by gendes- The
government’s program and paradigm just focused exclusively on gender empowerment and
weatlthfare rather than political equality (Stiftung, 2005). s

The gender empowerment in politics was a part of Acehnese adentity in the past. At

present. the gender empowerment in politics more possible by entering the open space and
political opportunities, structural and cultural change within society (Table 1.

Conceptual Frame Work
Feminism

Feminism issue is always related to the equality right and gender equality, but feminist
has raised feminism more than the both above issue. In the contemporary theory, the concern 1S
no more focused on the gender life. but expanded to the gender analysis. How the gender impact
is in the human social life. if we able to clearly see; International poiitics and international
relation is hold by men. Gender is not more involved in taking decision and political making.
According to Sadli (2002) feminism is a political movement which is know as suffrage
movement. which aims to progress gender as their propriare life, their status as well as their role.
Femninism is an awarenenss, abduction and exploitation over gender. Feminism is a gender
movement which demands on full equality right between men and women (Najm:h and
Khatimah Sa’ida, 2003; Mazdafiah 2004; Maharani 2004). Further, the definition of feminism
can changed because of understanding or feminist’s view which is based on historical and
cultural reality, level of awareness perception and behavior.

Research Methodology

The research location is done at North Aceh county (Aceh Utara) chosen based
gender number (2.2%) from 45 seats which was provided in North Acch Paﬂiase :m ﬁﬂi
condition becomes an instrument in searcing the leading cause factors and eende am::n_ i
the political understanding structurally by showing the gender’s unabilitg . 1('1,W<:l . cs; :
delegation in the parliament, in which the voters data indicates that female vo{e;: mz:-::: tl]:lagn tst;z

from male voters. While total voters 389.061 by numb.
voters about 199.146). er of male voters 189.915, and female
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Table 1: Precentage of Gender 1 o:1. ..
i parliament (DPRK)) di Ac(“:}iendu Legislative Candidate which getting seat in county/city
T e Gl
No. Countycity | Gender Delegation in DPRK

3 Aceh Jaya v

| -_1 Aceh Barat | g
) Aceh selatan 0
6 Singkil 8
7 Pidie T 175
8 | Pidielaya 4
9 Aceh Barat -

Daya

10 Sabulussalam 5
11 Gayo Lues 10
12 Aceh Tenggara 13,4 -
13 Bireuen 235
14 Lhokseumawe 8
15 Aceh Utara 2,2
16 Aceh Timur 10
17 Langsa 8
18 Aceh Tamiang 33.3
19 Aceh Besar 2,9
20 Benar Meriah 4
21 Aceh Tengah 6,7
%) Nagan Raya 16
23 Simeulue 10

Resource: Harian Serambi Indonesia tanggal, 24 April 2014

o n i iptive by using the quqalitative approach.
d in this research is descriptive by u :
The I'CS(":al'Ch metl:log :il::; l;iewell as information, the data gollectton way as ur}der: The primary
;";ol?taf}n th; bn:sideon observation result by in depth interview and structured interviewed which
a is foun

indivi . her was deciding
. ale and people individually. The researc
;18' alri?'dtsl('l pr-el;aresa:etf:;f 'bzgdfc:,r:l purposive technique. For the secondary data, data was
imself the infor

i ] thers.
collected from the library, books, magazines, journals and o

. : der ability to involve themselves in

re improving the gen : |
gender empowerment program :tive participant (subject) as well as not becoming as a
development program as an @ or ability in leadership, in order to improve

: 3 ; improve gcnd % .
I' gevelopmem object. Se‘;:oi?g;ﬁv;?nempin every management system as planning, executing,
argaining position an

: ity i ing small or bi
luati activities, third is improving gender ability in managing .
Monitoring and evaluating
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Svamtalira Aron 15— |21

I B e 3z i -,
M Svamtalira Balr“—‘mi_H‘_ﬁ A —— 2.747 3764
= ™) "__"__k_“_‘]x ».___,_________‘_‘_-_-_‘___‘ 6061 6
»s | Tanah Jambo Aye —_____ |49 449
e 47 [ | 7.020 2072
6. | Tanah Luas —— | 80 1 Ezme
e~ T 7 —___ [ 10914 10
‘ —— | 65 810
2z 5 28 W
Source: KIP Aceh Utara 2014, ——1= {2911 -

The above data indicates Numbe

s rof w i
"hmu.l'248‘ and number of to(a] male v \j.hok villages about 852, and election places (TPS)
Acch is 388.688. oters around 189.958 and total whole voter in North

Figure 4.2: Informant Character based o
« > n agc

Usia Informan
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®26-30thn
®31-35thn
36- 40thn
mal a5thn

W AB ke alas

Informant character selection is done based on a lot of number of female voter in a
particular village and refers to the age, job, and educational level. This qualification is regarded

as part of factor that influences gender orientation in the election.

Figure 4.3: Informant Character based on job

pekerjaan Informan o

nts, one third or 33 percent (12
S | persons or 31 percent works as

17 percent work as enterpreneuer,

inter\/iewed 1 ‘
5 ave other jobs. 1

T es not h _
) work as house cviv\?ill'kse:;"gzt (PNS), 6 informants or

F‘g‘“e 43 shows that from 3
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orker and the two

- . ¢ : as health w
informants, & percent as private sector. 2 informans of 6 percent a5
rest or 5 percent are college students.

Figure 4.4: Informant Character on F.ducation
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The above figure can be seen that most of the informants are graduated from university
first degree, 12 informants or 33 percent. Further 11 informants or 31 percent completed
from senior high school. From junior high school around 5 informants or 14 percent.
Those who graduated from diploma is 4 informants or 11 percent. Lot of number of
university final year student informants because of their more understanding about gender role

and politics affair.

Structural Characterisitc Reason r '
Gender segmentation is one of the strategy in managing the female voter heterogently.

Female voter is very strategical target. due to their large number in compiring to male voter at
North Aceh. Therefore. in 2014 legislative election, female voters became a target from
legislative candidates. Observation result says some of legislative candidates were trying to
obtain gender sympathy by arranging meeting with groups of gender within society and
delivering the candidates vision and mission in front of the groups.

From the social opinion is that the gender is more in favour of electing male candidate
rather than female candidate, and their trust level is relatively high on male candidate, by the
reason that male candidtate is more deserved, smart, accountable, hard, and accordingly to the
religion and more effective in defending and protecting the country, compiring to female
candidate. In different side who elects female legislative candidate has argued-—that female
candidate is more understandable amongs them, more communicated with female and alert to the
gender situation.

Social status is not always important in society and not merely accepted by the people.
This because personal character, hospitality, charisma, experience and communicative skill in the
social is more good and become indicator as consideration.

Educational factor for candidate is another important consideration. candidate who will
be elected said that having education will be able in leading, understandiné society, can change
and develop the environment. But some may say that the richness is more consideral;le factor for
legislative candidate. Social relation that existed in social character also can took place at
educational level in society in which who has higher education can be more explaining
coorelation between theory, logic and reality. Although, richness is another social structure
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