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Abstract: The study on the growth pattern of blood cockle  Anadara granosa  focused on the

aspects of biometric prints on the shell, which aimed to predict the growth of   A.

granosa  population in the northern region of Malacca straits. The local sample

populations of the cockle were collected in three different intertidal areas called

Lhokseumawe and Banda Aceh in Indonesia and Pulau Pinang in Malaysia. The

biometric analysis showed that the length-weight relationship model of  A. granosa

populations in this region indicated that the cockle population generally had a negative

allometric growth pattern (b < 3) or shell length is more dominant compare to shell

weight. Therefore, the result showed that the growth performance of  A. granosa  was

not ideal, where the  b  value (the coefficient of biometric relationship) was highest

recorded in Lhokseumawe, followed by Banda Aceh and Pulau Pinang. The value of

coefficient  b  could be affected by various factors such as environmental conditions,

adaptation and dietary patterns. Cluster analysis displayed that the population of  A.

granosa  from the northern region of the Strait of Malacca was divided into two

clusters, which were  A. granosa  from the northern Strait of Malacca (Banda Aceh and

Lhokseumawe in Indonesia) and population of  A. granosa  from the western Strait of

Malacca (Pulau Pinang in Malaysia). The Factors that might cause the differences in

the biometric component of both clusters were geographical level on the source of

population and the locality of the environmental parameter.
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Abstract 1 

The study on the growth pattern of blood cockle Anadara granosa focused on the aspects of 2 

biometric prints on the shell, which aimed to predict the growth of  A. granosa population in 3 

the northern region of Malacca straits. The local sample populations of the cockle were 4 

collected in three different intertidal areas called Lhokseumawe and Banda Aceh in Indonesia 5 

and Pulau Pinang in Malaysia. The biometric analysis showed that the length-weight 6 

relationship model of A. granosa populations in this region indicated that the cockle population 7 

generally had a negative allometric growth pattern (b < 3) or shell length is more dominant 8 

compare to shell weight. Therefore, the result showed that the growth performance of A. 9 

granosa was not ideal, where the b value (the coefficient of biometric relationship) was highest 10 

recorded in Lhokseumawe, followed by Banda Aceh and Pulau Pinang. The value of coefficient 11 

b could be affected by various factors such as environmental conditions, adaptation and dietary 12 

patterns. Cluster analysis displayed that the population of A. granosa from the northern region 13 

of the Strait of Malacca was divided into two clusters, which were A. granosa from the northern 14 

Strait of Malacca (Banda Aceh and Lhokseumawe in Indonesia) and population of A. granosa 15 

from the western Strait of Malacca (Pulau Pinang in Malaysia). The Factors that might cause 16 

the differences in the biometric component of both clusters were geographical level on the 17 

source of population and the locality of the environmental parameter. 18 

 19 

Keywords: blood cockle; bivalvia; growth model; Malacca Strait; morphometric 20 
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1.  Introduction 21 

Anadara granosa is one of the important fishery commodities in several areas of 22 

Southeast Asia. This species has been cultivated in countries such as Malaysia and Thailand 23 

due to limited natural stocks. However, this species in Indonesia still harvested directly from 24 

nature (Broom 1983; Khalil et al. 2017). Nevertheless, annual harvested-cockle data designate 25 

a reduction in natural stocks in the last decade. The huge demand for this species as a protein 26 

source marks the natural stocks significantly diminished. This condition is possibly caused by 27 

insufficient controlling of wild cockle population stock. Therefore, the management of this 28 

species is required for the sustainability of this important species. Comprehensive information 29 

on biometric (morphometric relationship pattern of the species) is necessary to predict the 30 

annual recruitment, as well as to interpret growth, mortality, reproductive biology and survival 31 

data in the marine culture of species (Kim et al. 2006; Peharda et al. 2007; Pinn et al. 2005; 32 

Zelditch et al. 2004).  33 

Length-weight is an important variable to compare among growth, physiological 34 

processes and environmental factors that affect the lives of aquatic organisms (Hemachandra 35 

and Thippeswamy, 2008). Growth of bivalves can be defined as the increase of the length size 36 

of the shell and body fweight (body mass) that have also been used extensively as the 37 

corresponding parameters to assess the growth of them  (Bailey and Green 1988; Bayne and 38 

Worrall 1980; Garton and Haag 1991; Smit at al. 1992). Measuring the length and weight of 39 

aquatic species is used to evaluate the growth patterns of this species qualitatively. Such 40 

relationships are expressed via the data distribution of length and weight of the shell. These 41 

data also represent the ratio of the addition of an animal's body size by period. Length and 42 

weight relationships have several purposes, namely (1) for measuring weight and length ratio 43 

of a species to the weight-length in Taxa class (Anderson and Neumann 1996; Shine 1990), 44 

and (2) for age (Pauly 1983).  45 
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The length and weight relationship also allow the life history and morphological 46 

differences to be identified between species and among populations of different habitats and 47 

areas (Beukema and Meehan 1985; Gaspar at al. 2002; Holopainen and Hansk 1986; Morton 48 

1985; Peters 1985).  This study aimed to analyze the biometric relationship of A. granosa by 49 

using a morphometric relationship and dendrogram analysis of specimens collected from the 50 

northern region of the Strait of Malacca. 51 

2.  Materials and Methods 52 

2.1  Samples collection 53 

The specimens of A. granosa (120 specimens/month) were collected monthly from June 54 

2009 till September 2010 from the muddy natural habitat in Banda Aceh (5°32'34.67"N - 55 

95°17'2.54"E), Lhokseumawe (05°09'35.3"N - 097°08'29.4"E) in Aceh Province, Indonesia 56 

and Pulau Pinang (5°16'9.66"N - 100°23'27.37"E) in Malaysia (Fig. 1). The total number of 57 

specimens sampled was 1,920, with cockle sizes ranged from 38–71 mm in length. The 58 

sampling areas were characterized by muddy substrate surrounding by mangroves patch, no 59 

wave action and high in salinity. The specimens were collected at a depth of 5-30 cm and 60 

salinity ranged from 10-33 ppt. The live specimens were collected manually with the aid of a 61 

harrow during the low tide period. After collecting, the specimens were stowed in isotherm 62 

containers and directly transferred to the laboratory.  63 

Insert figure 1. 64 

In the laboratory, the samples were cleaned from mud and organisms attached to the 65 

shell. The recorded biometric values (Fig. 2) were the results of the morphological 66 

measurement of blood cockle collected from the sampling sites. The data were taken including 67 

shell length, shell thickness, cockle height, the weight of fresh tissue, wet cockle weight and 68 

sex category. The measurement instrument of length and width of the cockle was by using a 69 

digital vernier caliper with an accuracy of 0.1 mm and cockle weight tissue was weighed using 70 
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a digital weighing scale (in grams). The length was defined as the maximum shell length 71 

(measured from the posterior margin to the anterior margin of cockle); the thickness was 72 

measured on inflating position, which was from the most protruding part on the top of cockle 73 

to the most protruding part on the bottom of cockle. The height was measured from the highest 74 

ventral margin of the cockle towards the dorsal margin of the cockle. 75 

Insert figure 2. 76 

2.2 Morphometric relationship 77 

The morphometric ratio of A. granosa between length : height, length : thickness and 78 

height: thickness analyzed using the following formula: 79 

a = L / H, a = L / C and a = H / C 80 

Where: L = shell length, H = shell height, C = shell thickness, a = index (coefficient), 81 

The growth pattern of cockle was able to be designated through a relationship of shell 82 

length and cockle body weight (wet weight), which analyzed through the equation relationship 83 

of power regression (Ricker, 1975). From the analysis results, then it was informed that if the 84 

growth rate of cockle length balanced with the cockle weight or in the mathematical expression 85 

b = 3, then it was said that the cockle growth was isometric. Whereas if b ≠ 3, it was called 86 

allometric which means the growing of cockle length imbalanced with the weight. To test 87 

whether the values of the constants were b = 3 or b ≠ 3 (isometric or allometric), a statistical 88 

test was performed through a statistical t-test. The equation above applied both to the whole 89 

cockle and by sex. Based on statistical t-test, the hypothesis used was: 90 

H0: b = 3, shell length and cockle weight relationship was isometric 91 

H1: b ≠ 3 mean shell length and cockle weight relationship was allometric (namely: positive 92 

allometry), if b > 3 meant that the growth of cockle weight was faster than the growth of shell 93 

length (namely: negative allometry) and if b < 3 mean the growth of shell length was faster 94 

than the cockle weight). 95 
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2.3 Statistical Analysis 96 

The raw data obtained was collected and put into a package of Microsoft Excel 2011 97 

software Macintosh version to be processed and analyzed. Statistical analysis of Co-Variant 98 

Analysis was used to determine significant differences in the values obtained in each collected 99 

group data. The determining factor used in this study was the population differences in the 100 

three different regions. Therefore, the coefficients a and b analyzed by observing at the growth 101 

differences in population and sex differences in the sample (male, female, or neutral). The 102 

statistical test was continued by the post hoc test to ensure which factor significantly differed 103 

in one particular parameter 104 

The parametric statistical test of Co-Variant Analysis was analyzed by using the 105 

package of SPSS (Statistical Package for the Social Science) software release 23.0 Macintosh 106 

version. The relationships existed both of two variables: the relationship between the b 107 

coefficient (relationship of shell length and cockle weight) and environmental factors in the 108 

sampling area would be analyzed by this test. Hypothesis testing was then performed on the 109 

sample parameters to test whether the correlation was significant or not significant at the level 110 

of 95% (P = 0.05). The statistical t-test was used to find significant differences in the pattern 111 

of change in the b coefficient that was the growing nexus of shell length and cockle weight of 112 

each sampling area. 113 

Cluster analysis through the dendrogram diagram was designed to clarify the 114 

relationship between each biometric component (Ramesha and Thippeswamy 2009) on the 115 

blood cockle so it could show the relationship between the biometric components of A. granosa 116 

from the northern region of the Strait of Malacca. Cluster analysis was processed by using 117 

SPSS (Statistical Package for the Social Science) software release 23.0 of the Macintosh 118 

version. 119 

120 

 1 
 2 
 3 
 4 
 5 
 6 
 7 
 8 
 9 
10 
11 
12 
13 
14 
15 
16 
17 
18 
19 
20 
21 
22 
23 
24 
25 
26 
27 
28 
29 
30 
31 
32 
33 
34 
35 
36 
37 
38 
39 
40 
41 
42 
43 
44 
45 
46 
47 
48 
49 
50 
51 
52 
53 
54 
55 
56 
57 
58 
59 
60 
61 
62 
63 
64 
65 

Pencil
.

Cross-Out


Inserted Text
to

Cross-Out


Cross-Out


Inserted Text
(SPSS) Statistic for Macintosh version 23

Cross-Out


Cross-Out


Cross-Out


Inserted Text
the significance of  correlation 



6 
 

3.  Results 121 

3.1  Equality a and b coefficients from different populations 122 

The biometric studies of A. granosa (from June 2009-September 2010) from the 123 

northern region of Straits of Malacca had involved 1920 individuals in total, consisted of 756 124 

males, 974 females, 190 neuters. The statistical analysis showed that A. granosa shell height :  125 

shell length relationship from three sampling areas showed dissimilar in coefficient a, but there 126 

was similar to the coefficient b. Furthermore, The relationship of shell thickness : shell length 127 

of A. granosa populations showed an identical in coefficient a and b between populations. In 128 

contrast, The relationship of shell thickness : shell height coefficient (a and b) values in term 129 

of their allometric equations showed differences between populations (Table 1).  130 

Insert Table 1 131 

3.2 Morphometric coefficients model from different populations 132 

A. granosa weight and shell length relationship analysis showed that there are no 133 

differences in coefficient a and b value between populations, comprised between sexes (Table 134 

2). A statistical test was performed on the coefficient b through t-test indicating the coefficient 135 

b < 3 or negative allometry in all A. granosa populations. This condition showed that the growth 136 

of cockle shell length was faster or more dominant compared to the growth of cockle weight. 137 

A further test of the hypothesis also showed that H0 was rejected (P <0.05) and means the 138 

growth rate of shell length and cockle weight overall was imbalanced. 139 

Insert Table 2 140 

3.3  Environmental parameter 141 

Seasonal variations of environmental parameters in the sampling areas are informed in 142 

Table 3. Water temperature, salinity and phytoplankton concentration fluctuated significantly 143 

compared to other environmental parameters during the study period. 144 

Insert Table 3. 145 
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 4.  Discussion 146 

4.1. Biometric relationship model of Anadara granosa 147 

Biometric data analysis of A. granosa from the northern region of the Strait of Malacca 148 

had shown that in general, the cockle growth model was negative allometry, in which the 149 

growth of shell length was more dominant than the growth of cockle weight. The growth model 150 

generated from the three sampling sites showed that the value of the b coefficient was less than 151 

3 (b <3). The balance value of the b coefficient generally has a range between 2.4 to 4.5 (Wilbur 152 

and Owen 1964) and when the b value is equal to 3 (b = 3) the relationship of shell length and 153 

cockle weight is isometric (Carlander 1969). In this study, the b coefficient differs in a 154 

population or when compared to other populations. The cockle population from Lhokseumawe 155 

had a higher b coefficient (b = 2.7629±0.3894) compared to the cockle population from Banda 156 

Aceh (b = 2.6178±0.2095) and the cockle population from Pinang (b = 2.2018±0.5866). In the 157 

sexes level, a similar condition was presented, whereas both male and female A. granosa from 158 

Lhokseumawe had highest b coefficient (male b = 2.7713±0.567, female 2.7559±0.3838) 159 

compared to other sampling locations (Banda Aceh male b = 2.6306±0.2831, female b = 160 

2.5695±0.3368; Pulau Pinang male b = 2.0043±0.889, female b = 2.3697±0.7607). These 161 

conditions indicated that the cockle growth rate in Lhokseumawe was more appropriate or 162 

suitable compared to the other two sampling areas. The b coefficient value of biometric 163 

relationships is characteristically compared between dimensional growth of related or similar 164 

species in various geographical areas (Ramesha and Sophia 2015). 165 

The contras conditions could be seen on the cockle found from the Pulau Pinang 166 

sampling area, where the value of the b coefficient was lower than the range value of the b 167 

coefficient 2.4-4.5 that described by Wilbur and Owen (1964), causing the shell length to 168 

become imprecise. It was faster than the increase of the body volume of the cockle, causing the 169 

cockle to be unhealthy. Water quality-analyzed showed that this condition was impacted by the 170 
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highest fluctuation in the environmental condition in cockle habitats. Other, the environment 171 

quality was unsuitable for cockle life due to increased pollution that exceeded the standards 172 

rate for marine life (Table 3). At a high level, it was recognized that the nutrient could 173 

potentially be toxic to the cockle. Environmental aspects have been recognized as the main 174 

factor that effects shell development in bivalves. The shell size and shape are affected by the 175 

variation of ambient environmental constraints (Wilbur and Owen 1964; Seed 1968).  176 

Furthermore, the variety of growth patterns of A. granosa highly correlates to factors 177 

of food availability, temperature, salinity, pollution materials and reproductive activities 178 

(Broom 1982; Day and Fleming,992; Tarr, 995). The main factor, which expected to affect 179 

changes in the value of the b coefficient of cockle on the sampling area, was the change of the 180 

concentration value of phytoplankton. Pearson correlation test showed the opposite condition 181 

that the b coefficient had a strong correlation to the density of phytoplankton in Banda Aceh (r 182 

= 0.766). While the density of the phytoplankton factor showed a moderate correlation with 183 

the b coefficient for cockle from Lhokseumawe (r = 0.532) and Pulau Pinang (r = 0.579). The 184 

density of phytoplankton was expected as a limiting factor for growth activity, where the 185 

phytoplankton was used as an energy source for the growth process of shell length and cockle 186 

weight. The supply of food sources is considered as an important factor for sustainable growth 187 

(Seed and Suchanek 1992; Widdows and Johnson 1988). 188 

Changes in the fluctuation of the b coefficient were also expected to have a relationship 189 

with the reproduction period. Sudden changes in the value of the b coefficient meant that there 190 

was a rapid change in the cockle weight tissue due to a few biomass of cockle. Weight reduction 191 

of the cockle volume could be caused by the reproduction process, such as gamete production 192 

process and gonad or gamete process that were in a state of inactivity. In bivalve animals, the 193 

gonadal growth and the results of the gonadal maturation process can increase the mass density 194 

of tissue as well as causes an increase in the weight of tissue overall. Exchange of the value of 195 
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the b coefficient also indicates the beginning of the activities of gonadal maturation and growth 196 

in bivalve animals (Hemachandra and Thippeswamy 2008; Hickman and Illingworth 1980).  197 

The total cockle weight described as the total of shell weight, including the weight of 198 

cockle meat. In A. granosa, the shell weight was generally heavier than the meat weight. When 199 

the shell size increased, then the overall weight of the cockle also increased linearly. However, 200 

the samples analyzed from the northern region of the Strait of Malacca showed no significant 201 

weight despite the shell size increased. This condition was assumed to be the result of the 202 

increased volume of cockle meat that did not grow or develop linearly, causing the shell length 203 

was not in line with the cockle weight overall. 204 

The growth pattern was not always fixed for species. Differences in growth models 205 

could be found on the same or different species, among sex, indifferent or the same locations 206 

and in different seasons. The difference in latitudinal gradient is also related to the shell size, 207 

reproduction level and reproductive cycle in bivalves (Kanazawa and Sato 2008; Mirzaei et al. 208 

2017) as well as the growth pattern models of cockle in these three sampling areas. Cockles 209 

from Banda Aceh and Lhokseumawe had morphological differences compared to the cockles 210 

from Pinang. A. granosa from Banda Aceh and Lhokseumawe had special shell features which 211 

were thicker and wider compared than A. granosa cockles from Pinang. The other studies on 212 

the relationship in length and weight on some Anadara species had demonstrated diversity and 213 

differences in growth patterns (Table 4). 214 

Insert table 4 215 

The value of the b coefficient on the relationship of shell length and cockle weight noted 216 

in this study was lower than the recorded one in other species in the same family, namely 217 

Tegilarca granosa (b = 2.82) from Korean waters. Another difference was also found in their 218 

relationship model, namely Scapharca from Korean water, which had positive allometry and 219 

isometric relationships, while A. granosa from the northern region of the Strait of Malacca was 220 
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negative allometry. Different growth patterns at different latitudes might be caused by the 221 

influence of environmental factors, changes in the composition of the food and competition 222 

between individuals that were locality in habitat. 223 

4.2. Relationships of the biometric component of Anadara granosa  224 

Analysis of the relationship of each biometric parameter of A. granosa through 225 

dendrogram or classification methods (hierarchy) was used to analysis the growth patterns of 226 

the three A. granosa populations in the northern region of the Strait of Malacca. Dendrogram 227 

diagram was designed to clarify the relationship of each biometric component in blood cockles. 228 

Fig. 3 showed the relationship between the biometric component of A. granosa. Through this 229 

analysis, the degree of dissimilarity between generated clusters had shown. The higher the 230 

value of the generated scale, the more distance the relationship of the biometric component in 231 

a cluster with another cluster. Dendrogram analysis showed that cluster A had two sub-clusters 232 

namely A1 represented the biometric component of A. granosa from Lhokseumawe and A2 233 

represented the biometric component of A. granosa from Banda Aceh which was separated on 234 

a scale of 16. B cluster was a hierarchy cluster of biometric components of A. granosa from 235 

Pinang. The B cluster was separated by A on a scale of 25. The higher recorded scale means 236 

the dissimilarity elements forming the component were larger. It showed the growth pattern 237 

based on the biometric parameter was very different from the high level of inequality among 238 

the clusters (population) and sub-clusters (subpopulations). Gaspar et al. (2002, 2001) and Popa 239 

el al. (2010) state that the population can be explained in particular by the growth characteristics 240 

through the measurement of biometric morphology. 241 

Insert fig. 3. 242 

The factor that might cause differences in biometric components between A. granosa 243 

populations from A and B cluster was the geographical differences of the population source to 244 

give effect on the growth pattern of the cockle. The basic source of cockle populations of A 245 
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cluster was different from the B cluster population, namely A. granosa populations of cluster 246 

A cluster came from the northern region of Sumatra island while B cluster came from the 247 

eastern region of Sumatra or the western region of Peninsular Malaysia. A sub-clusters, they 248 

were also known to have differences in growth patterns of the biometric component; they even 249 

had close proximity. A. granosa cockles of A1 and A2 sub-cluster was expected to come from 250 

the same source of population. Differences in the pattern of biometric components were 251 

possible because of the differences in environmental factors that were locality in nature, 252 

affecting the growth patterns. Differences range of salinity (Carmichael et al. 2004; Schöne et 253 

al. 2003), temperature (Goodwin et al. 2001; Jones et al. 1989; Kennish and Olsson 1975; 254 

Pilditch and Grant 1999; Schöne et al. 2002) and density of phytoplankton (Alunno-Bruscia et 255 

al. 2001; Carmichael et al. 2004; Grant 1996; Lorrain et al. 2000; Miyaji et al. 2007) are 256 

expected to play a role in determining the growth pattern of cockle in three sampling areas. 257 
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Captions for figures 396 

Fig.  1. Anadara grannosa sampling location in the northern region of the Strait of Malacca 397 

(Insert after line 63, page 3) 398 

Fig. 2. Biometric of Anadara grannosa  399 

(Insert after line 75, page 4) 400 

Fig. 3. Dendrogram parameter of Anadara granosa biometric relationship from the northern 401 

region of Strait of Malacca  402 

 (Insert after line 241, page 10)  403 

 404 

Captions for table 405 

Table 1. Equality a and b coefficients in the biometric model from different populations 406 

(Insert after line 130, page 6)  407 

Table 1. Equality a and b coefficients in the biometric model from different populations 408 

(Insert after line 139, page 6)  409 

Table 3. Ranges of the seasonal environmental parameter at the sampling areas 410 

(average±st.dev). 411 

(Insert after line 144, page 6)  412 

Table 4. The length-weight relationship model for Archidae. 413 

(Insert after line 214, page 9)  414 
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Fig.  1. Anadara grannosa sampling location in the northern region of the Strait of Malacca 

 

Figure 1



 
Fig.  2. Biometric of Anadara grannosa 

Figure 2



 

Figure 3. Dendogram parameter of Anadara granosa biometric relationship from the northern region of 
Strait of Malacca  

(A: Cluster of Anadara granosa population A; A1 and A2:  Sub-cluster of Anadara 
granosa population A; B : Cluster of Anadara granosa population B).  

(BSL: Banda Aceh Anadara granosa shell length; BSH: Banda Aceh Anadara granosa 
shell height; BC: Banda Aceh Anadara granosa shell thickness; BTV: Banda Aceh 
Anadara granosa total volume; BSV: Banda Aceh Anadara granosa shell volume; 
BFCW: Banda Aceh Anadara granosa flesh weight; BFTW: Banda Aceh Anadara 
granosa tissue weight; BDSW: Banda Aceh Anadara granosa dry shell weight; BDTW : 
Banda Aceh Anadara granosa dry tissue weight; LSL: Lhokseumawe Anadara granosa 

Cluster scale 

Figure 3



shell length; LSH: Lhokseumawe Anadara granosa shell height; LC: Lhokseumawe 
Anadara granosa shell thickness; LTV: Lhokseumawe Anadara granosa total volume; 
LSV: Lhokseumawe Anadara granosa shell volume; LFCW: Lhokseumawe Anadara 
granosa flesh weight; LFTW: Lhokseumawe Anadara granosa tissue weight; LDSW: 
Lhokseumawe Anadara granosa dry shell weight; LDTW: Lhokseumawe Anadara 
granosa dry tissue weight; PSL: Pulau Pinang Anadara granosa shell length; PSH: Pulau 
Pinang Anadara granosa shell height; PC: Pulau Pinang Anadara granosa shell 
thickness; PTV: Pulau Pinang Anadara granosa total volume; PSV: Pulau Pinang 
Anadara granosa shell volume; PFCW: Pulau Pinang Anadara granosa flesh weight; 
PFTW: Pulau Pinang Anadara granosa tissue weight; PDSW: Pulau Pinang Anadara 
granosa dry shell weight; PDTW: Pulau Pinang Anadara granosa dry tissue weight).  

 

 



Table 1. Equality of coefficients a and b in allometric model from populations 

 

 

Model Banda Aceh Lhokseumawe Pulau Pinang ANCOVA’s F, df, p 
a ± SEa b ± SEb a ± SEa b ± SEb a ± SEa b ± SEb a b 

SH=a*SLb 1.662±4.031 0.765±0.088 7.487±8,107 0.650±0.125 10.832±5.863 0.502±0.146 7.155, 1, 0.011 3.220, 1, 0.080 
ST=a*SLb 1.820±4.640 0.646±0.103 5.902±8.240 0.574±0.139 13.458±5.418 0.362±0.142 0.827, 1, 0.368 1.099, 1, 0.301 
ST=a*SHb 0.924±3.313 0.831±0.089 3.101±7.191 0.797±0.165 3.283±3.661 0.796±0,127 11.850, 1, 0.001 16.408, 1, 0.00 

Table 1



Table 1. Equality a and b coefficients in the biometric model from different populations 
Model 

W=a*Lb 
Banda Aceh Lhokseumawe Pulau Pinang ANCOVA’s F, df, p 

a ± SEa b ± SEb a ± SEa b ± SEb a ± SEa b ± SEb a b 
Whole sample 0.0016±0.0025 2.6178±0.2095 0.0015±0.0328 2.7629±0.3894 0.0061±1.4319 2.2018±0.5866 0.510, 1, 

0.479 
2.752, 1, 

0.105 
Males 0.0015±0.0079 2.6306±0.2831 0.0008±0.1961 2.7713±0.567 0.0127±2.9646 2.0043±0.889 0.002, 1, 

0.961 
0.332, 1, 

0.568 
Females 0.0019±0.0069 2.5695±0.3368 0.0009±0,0447 2.7559±0.3838 0.0033±2.5539 2.3697±0.7607 0.135, 1, 

0.715 
0.023, 1, 

0.881 
ANCOVA’s F, df, 

p 
1.570, 1, 0.217 4.386, 1, 0.042 2.966, 1, 0.092 2.878, 1, 0.097 2.985, 1, 0.091 0.324, 1, 0.572 - - 

 

Table 2



Table 2. The length-weight relationship model for Archidae.  

Family/Species n 
Allometric 

models 
R2 Relationship model location Reference 

Archidae       

Scapharca 

broughttonii 

88 W=0.000073L3.31 0.943 (+) Allometric Korea Park and Oh, 2002 

Scapharca 

subcrenata 

114 W=0.0004L2.97 0.935 Isometric Korea Park and Oh, 2003 

Tegilarca 

granosa 

377 W=0.00068L2.82 0.96 (-) Allometric Korea Park and Oh, 2004 

Anadara granosa 640 W=0.0016L2.618 0.884 (-)  Allometric Banda 

Aceh, 

Indonesia 

Current research 

Anadara granosa 640 W=0.009L2.763 0.924 (-)  Allometric Lhokseu

mawe, 

Indonesia 

Current research 

Anadara granosa 640 W=0.061L2.202 0.735 (-)  Allometric Pulau 

Pinang, 

Malaysia 

Current research 

 

Table �

Comment on Text
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Table 3. Ranges of the seasonal environmental parameter at the sampling areas (average±st.dev). 

Environmental 
parameter 

June 
2009 

July 
2009 

August 
2009 

September 
2009 

November 
2009 

October 
2010 

December 
2009 

January 
2010 

February 
2010 

March 
2010 

April 
2010 

May 
2010 

June 
2010 

July 
2010 

August 
2010 

September 
2010 Average±st.dev 

Temperature 
(0C)                                   

Banda Aceh                  

Minimum 26.32 24.27 24.29 25.43 26.90 25.00 25.39 25.79 22.96 22.84 25.47 21.87 25.90 22.82 25.27 26.00 24.78±1.98 

Maximum 30.97 30.44 30.45 29.88 32.61 31.93 31.95 32.48 32.93 32.10 31.40 31.03 30.93 32.11 30.98 30.38 31.41±1.37 

Lhokseumawe                  

Minimum 28.82 28.82 26.81 28.07 27.71 27.03 28.45 28.06 28.96 28.48 28.60 28.23 27.95 28.23 27.23 27.40 28.05±2.02 

Maximum 31.08 31.71 30.06 31.17 30.87 30.33 30.81 30.68 30.75 31.10 30.90 31.65 31.27 31.39 30.84 31.17 30.99±1.28 

Pulau Pinang                  

Minimum 27.23 27.52 26.65 27.10 25.87 27.93 26.05 23.68 25.61 26.74 26.37 26.29 26.67 26.74 26.65 27.37 26.53±1.94 

Maximum 31.63 31.10 31.45 30.60 30.90 31.43 30.58 28.35 30.46 31.71 31.13 30.68 31.53 31.32 31.45 31.30 30.98±1.32 

Salinity (ppt)                                   

Banda Aceh 32.27 31.35 29.98 27.47 30.06 27.20 26.45 29.68 31.50 31.16 29.30 30.71 30.85 31.29 30.45 28.27 29.87±3.23 

Lhokseumawe 31.00 30.97 31.16 31.20 31.03 29.07 30.94 31.16 31.46 31.84 30.57 31.26 30.90 30.81 30.65 31.27 30.95±1.04 

Pulau Pinang 29.33 28.52 26.39 26.87 27.35 26.13 25.23 28.06 29.00 28.94 28.67 26.48 29.70 29.32 31.06 30.40 28.22±2.97 

pH                                   

Banda Aceh 7.65 8.02 8.03 8.17 7.80 8.02 7.91 8.17 8.08 8.06 8.02 7.97 7.74 8.27 7.94 8.23 8.01±0.17 

Lhokseumawe 8.13 7.88 8.04 8.06 8.17 8.13 7.98 8.21 7.89 8.18 7.91 7.84 8.08 7.93 7.99 8.13 8.03±0.13 

Pulau Pinang 8.02 7.49 7.85 8.14 8.04 8.07 7.79 8.02 7.95 7.86 8.08 8.21 7.91 7.86 7.33 7.54 7.89±0.25 
Dissolved 

oxygen (mg/L)                                   

Banda Aceh 6.53 6.81 6.96 6.05 5.97 6.12 6.05 5.95 6.10 5.84 6.23 5.86 6.68 5.84 6.32 5.47 6.17±0.40 

Lhokseumawe 6.01 6.38 6.47 6.14 6.28 6.04 6.07 6.10 6.97 6.02 6.17 5.98 6.02 5.89 6.28 6.13 6.18±0.25 

Pulau Pinang 7.20 5.20 5.20 4.90 5.13 5.21 5.09 5.29 5.20 5.64 5.87 5.39 7.67 5.64 6.29 5.87 5.67±0.78 
Turbidity 

(NTU)                                   

Banda Aceh 17.40 29.30 8.61 9.02 10.86 9.12 19.16 14.09 16.03 10.27 18.98 13.83 10.27 34.29 9.74 10.48 15.09±7.43 

Lhokseumawe 43.20 30.50 36.50 66.90 31.60 15.18 103.00 93.67 29.13 37.30 64.92 38.95 35.30 49.98 46.90 98.30 51.33±25.24 

Pulau Pinang 29.30 17.36 15.11 13.09 17.27 74.30 57.80 77.10 109.67 107.00 98.00 76.00 103.40 107.00 76.65 93.12 67.01±36.44 
Orthophospate 

(mg/L)                                   

Banda Aceh 0.05 0.03 0.04 0.13 0.03 0.02 0.00 0.40 0.00 0.07 0.13 0.07 0.03 0.09 0.08 0.53 0.11±0.15 

Lhokseumawe 0.05 0.01 0.02 0.07 0.01 0.01 0.01 0.70 0.00 0.04 0.06 0.04 0.04 0.08 0.07 0.01 0.08±0.17 

Pulau Pinang 0.10 0.05 0.08 0.06 0.03 0.01 1.00 0.01 0.16 0.13 0.09 0.08 0.52 0.13 0.15 0.81 0.21±0.29 

Nitrate (mg/L)                                   

Table 3



Banda Aceh 0.71 0.03 0.11 0.73 0.75 0.01 0.04 0.05 0.05 0.09 0.23 0.63 0.18 0.05 0.53 0.65 0.30±0.31 

Lhokseumawe 0.68 0.14 0.03 0.03 0.20 0.01 0.00 0.03 0.01 0.10 0.77 0.58 0.10 0.17 0.07 0.98 0.24±0.24 

Pulau Pinang 0.80 0.02 1.30 0.73 0.03 2.02 0.03 1.02 0.11 0.14 0.61 0.42 0.64 0.14 0.65 1.76 0.65±0.62 

Nitrite (mg/L)                                   

Banda Aceh 0.05 0.02 0.02 0.03 0.75 0.01 0.03 0.03 0.03 0.03 0.05 0.05 0.05 0.03 0.04 0.05 0.08±0.17 

Lhokseumawe 0.03 0.03 0.04 0.04 0.05 0.03 0.44 0.03 0.43 0.02 0.08 0.07 0.02 0.08 0.03 0.04 0.09±0.14 

Pulau Pinang 0.03 0.03 0.04 0.06 1.09 1.68 0.18 1.00 0.13 0.12 0.09 0.03 0.14 0.12 0.39 0.87 0.37±0.50 
Ammonia 

(mg/L)                                   

Banda Aceh 0.87 0.20 0.16 0.15 0.11 0.68 0.06 0.13 0.08 0.09 0.19 0.79 0.18 0.06 0.59 0.13 0.28±0.27 

Lhokseumawe 0.19 0.17 0.25 0.25 0.14 0.35 0.23 0.30 0.19 0.27 0.39 0.49 0.27 0.21 0.43 0.24 0.27±0.10 

Pulau Pinang 0.24 0.18 0.14 0.25 0.42 0.11 0.61 0.15 0.68 0.54 0.65 0.98 0.65 0.54 0.82 0.65 0.48±0.27 

Phytoplankton 
density (cell/L)                                   

Banda Aceh 1831.67 1446.67 851.67 1178.33 630.00 991.67 1201.67 385.00 1773.33 1388.33 1516.67 1785.00 1738.33 1283.33 1341.67 1108.33 1278.23±433.14 

Lhokseumawe 1656.67 1365.00 711.67 2601.67 3010.00 1435.00 4001.67 1365.00 2986.67 2415.00 2333.33 2298.33 2415.00 1050.00 1003.33 2310.00 2059.90±225.33 

Pulau Pinang 4340.00 4001.67 1470.00 11713.33 4340.00 4281.67 2636.67 4561.67 4235.00 5751.67 5693.33 6090.00 5728.33 5751.65 2905.00 7910.00 5088.12±937.89 
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Abstract 1 

The study on the growth pattern of blood cockle Anadara granosa focused on the aspects of 2 

biometric prints on the shell, which aimed to predict the growth of  A. granosa population in 3 

the northern region of Malacca Strait. The local sample populations of the cockle were 4 

collected in three different intertidal areas called Lhokseumawe and Banda Aceh in Indonesia 5 

and Pulau Pinang in Malaysia. The biometric analysis showed that the length-weight 6 

relationship model of A. granosa populations in this region indicated that the cockle population 7 

generally had a negative allometric growth pattern (b < 3) or shell length is more dominant 8 

compare to shell weight. Therefore, the result showed that the growth performance of A. 9 

granosa was not ideal, where the b value (the coefficient of biometric relationship) was highest 10 

recorded in Lhokseumawe, followed by Banda Aceh and Pulau Pinang. The value of coefficient 11 

b could be affected by various factors such as environmental conditions, adaptation, and dietary 12 

patterns. Cluster analysis displayed that the population of A. granosa from the northern region 13 

of the Strait of Malacca was divided into two clusters, which were A. granosa from the northern 14 

Strait of Malacca (Banda Aceh and Lhokseumawe in Indonesia) and population of A. granosa 15 

from the western Strait of Malacca (Pulau Pinang in Malaysia). The factors that might cause 16 

the differences in the biometric component of both clusters were geographical level on the 17 

source of population and the locality of the environmental parameter. 18 

 19 

Keywords: blood cockle; bivalvia; growth model; Strait of Malacca; morphometric 20 
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1.  Introduction 21 

Anadara granosa is one of the important fishery commodities in several areas of 22 

Southeast Asia. This species has been cultivated in countries such as Malaysia and Thailand 23 

due to limited natural stocks. However, this species in Indonesia still harvested directly from 24 

nature (Broom 1983; Khalil et al. 2017). Nevertheless, annual harvested-cockle data designate 25 

a reduction in natural stocks in the last decade. The huge demand for this species as a protein 26 

source marks the natural stocks significantly diminished. This condition is possibly caused by 27 

lack in management of controlling wild cockle population stock. Therefore, the management 28 

of this species is required for the sustainability of this important species. Comprehensive 29 

information on biometric (morphometric relationship pattern of the species) is necessary to 30 

predict the annual recruitment, as well as to interpret growth, mortality, reproductive biology, 31 

and survival data in the marine culture of species (Kim et al. 2006; Peharda et al. 2007; Pinn et 32 

al. 2005; Zelditch et al. 2004).  33 

Length-weight is an essential variable for comparing growth, physiological processes, 34 

and environmental factors that affect aquatic organisms (Hemachandra and Thippeswamy, 35 

2008). Growth of bivalves can be defined as the increase of the length size of the shell and 36 

body weight (body mass) that have also been used extensively as the corresponding parameters 37 

to assess the growth of them  (Bailey and Green 1988; Bayne and Worrall 1980; Garton and 38 

Haag 1991; Smit at al. 1992). Measuring the length and weight of aquatic species is used to 39 

evaluate the growth patterns of this species quantitatively. Such relationships are expressed via 40 

the data distribution of shell length and cockle weight. These data also represent the ratio of 41 

the addition of an animal's body size by period. Length and weight relationships have several 42 

purposes, namely (1) for measuring the weight and length ratio of a species to the weight-length 43 

in Taxa class (Anderson and Neumann 1996; Shine 1990), and (2) for age (Pauly 1983).  44 
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The length and weight relationship allows life history and morphological differences to 45 

be identified between species and populations from different habitats (Beukema and Meehan 46 

1985; Gaspar at al. 2002; Holopainen and Hansk 1986; Morton 1985; Peters 1985).  This study 47 

aimed at analyzing the biometric relationship of A. granosa by using a morphometric 48 

relationship and dendrogram analysis of specimens collected from the northern region of the 49 

Strait of Malacca. 50 

2.  Materials and Methods 51 

2.1  Samples collection 52 

The specimens of A. granosa (120 specimens/month) were collected monthly from June 2009 53 

till September 2010 from the muddy natural habitat in Banda Aceh (5°32'34.67"N - 54 

95°17'2.54"E), Lhokseumawe (05°09'35.3"N - 097°08'29.4"E) in Aceh Province, Indonesia 55 

and Pulau Pinang (5°16'9.66"N - 100°23'27.37"E) in Malaysia (Fig. 1). The selection of these 56 

three sampling areas was based on the geographical distribution aspect of A. granosa in the 57 

northern region of the Malacca Strait.  Banda Aceh and Lhokseumawe sampling areas shared 58 

similar characteristics by larger coastal mudflat areas exposed during all low tides, minimum 59 

wave action, high salinity surrounding by mangroves patch and it becomes a natural habitat for 60 

A. granosa. Meanwhile, Pulau Pinang sampling area differentiated by larger cockle culture 61 

plots, continuously submerged underwater and composited by muddy substrate with no wave 62 

action, located bordering industrial zones and considered being disturbed by human activities.  63 

Insert figure 1. 64 

The total number of specimens sampled was 1,920, with cockle sizes ranged from 38–65 

71 mm in length. The specimens were collected at a depth of 5-30 cm, and salinity ranged from 66 

10-33 ppt. The live samples were collected manually with the aid of a harrow during the low 67 

tide period. After collecting, the specimens were stowed in isotherm containers and directly 68 

transferred to the laboratory. The samples were cleaned from mud and organisms attached to 69 



4 
 

the shell in the laboratory, reared in the aquarium, and continued with the recorded biometric 70 

values (Fig. 2), including shell length, shell thickness, cockle height, fresh tissue weight, wet 71 

cockle weight, and sex category. The measurement instrument of length and width of the cockle 72 

used a digital Vernier caliper with an accuracy of 0.1 mm, and the cockle weight tissue was 73 

weighed using a digital weighing scale (in grams). The length was defined as the maximum 74 

shell length (measured from the posterior margin to the anterior margin of the cockle); the 75 

thickness was measured on the inflating position, from the most protruding part on the top of 76 

cockle to the most protruding portion on the bottom of cockle. The height was measured from 77 

the highest ventral margin of the cockle towards the dorsal margin of the cockle. 78 

Insert figure 2. 79 

2.2 Morphometric relationship 80 

The morphometric ratio of A. granosa between length : height, length : thickness and 81 

height: thickness analyzed using the following formula: 82 

a = L / H, a = L / C and a = H / C 83 

Where: L = shell length, H = shell height, C = shell thickness, a = index (coefficient), 84 

The growth pattern of the cockle was able to be designated through a relationship of 85 

shell length and cockle body weight (wet weight), which was analyzed through the equation of 86 

power regression (Ricker 1975). From the results, then it was informed that if the growth rate 87 

of cockle length balanced with the cockle weight or in the mathematical expression b = 3, then 88 

it was assumed that the cockle growth was isometric. Whereas if b ≠ 3, it was called allometric, 89 

which means the growth of cockle length imbalanced with the weight. To test whether the 90 

constants b = 3 or b ≠ 3 (isometric or allometric), a statistical test was performed through a 91 

statistical t-test. The equation above applied both to the whole cockle and by sex. Based on the 92 

statistical t-test, the hypothesis used were: 93 

H0: b = 3, shell length and cockle weight relationship was isometric 94 
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H1: b ≠ 3 mean shell length and cockle weight relationship was allometric (namely: positive 95 

allometry), if b > 3 meant that the growth of cockle weight was faster than the growth of shell 96 

length (namely: negative allometry) and if b < 3 mean the growth of shell length was faster 97 

than the cockle weight). 98 

2.3. Environmental parameter measurement 99 

Maximum and minimum seawater temperatures were measured daily using a portable 100 

max-min thermometer device fixed in the sample area. Seawater salinity, pH, and dissolved 101 

oxygen were assessed regularly using a handheld Multiparameter Portable Meter (Hanna HI-102 

9828) at the study site, where turbidity was measured with a turbidity meter (Turbidity meter 103 

800-ESD). Monthly analyzes of dissolved nutrients for ammonium, nitrate, nitrite, and 104 

phosphate concentrations were performed using standard methods (Brewer and Riley 1965, 105 

Grasshoff 1976; Mantoura and Woodward 1983; Kirkwood 1989; Zhang and Chi 2002). 106 

Phytoplankton samples were obtained monthly from mid-surface water by towing a plankton 107 

net (mouth diameter 0.35 m), made of bolting silk (No. 30, mesh size: 48 µM) for 30 minutes 108 

and preserved using Lugol's solution. Phytoplankton cell density was measured monthly using 109 

a hemocytometer and a compound microscope following the Martinez et al. (1975) protocol. 110 

2.4 Statistical analysis 111 

The raw data obtained was collected and put into a package of Microsoft Excel 2011 112 

software Macintosh version to be processed and analyzed. Statistical analysis of Co-Variant 113 

Analysis was used to determine significant differences in the values obtained in each collected 114 

group data. The determining factor used in this study was the population differences in the 115 

three different regions. Therefore, the coefficients a and b were analyzed by observing the 116 

growth differences in population and sex differences in the sample (male, female, or neutral). 117 

The statistical test was continued by the post hoc test to ensure which factor significantly 118 

differed in one particular parameter. 119 
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The parametric statistical test of Co-Variant analysis was analyzed by using the package 120 

of SPSS (Statistical Package for the Social Science) software release 23.0 Macintosh version. 121 

The relationships existed between two variables: the relationship between the b coefficient 122 

(relationship of shell length and cockle weight) and environmental factors in the sampling area. 123 

Hypothesis testing was then performed on the sample parameters to test the significance of 124 

correlation at the level of 95% (P = 0.05). The statistical t-test was used to find significant 125 

differences in the pattern of change in the b coefficient that was the growing nexus of shell 126 

length and cockle weight of each sampling area.  127 

Cluster analysis through the dendrogram diagram was designed to clarify the 128 

relationship between each biometric component (Ramesha and Thippeswamy 2009) on A. 129 

granosa from the northern region of the Strait of Malacca. Cluster analysis was processed by 130 

using SPSS (Statistical Package for the Social Science). 131 

3.  Results 132 

3.1  Equality a and b coefficients from different populations 133 

The biometric studies of A. granosa (from June 2009-September 2010) from the 134 

northern region of the Strait of Malacca involving 1920 individuals consisted of 756 males, 135 

974 females, and 190 neuters. The statistical analysis showed that A. granosa shell height : 136 

shell length relationship from three sampling areas showed dissimilar coefficient a, but there 137 

was similar to the coefficient b. Furthermore, the relationship of shell thickness : shell length 138 

of A. granosa populations showed an identical in coefficient a and b between populations. In 139 

contrast, the relationship of shell thickness : shell height coefficient (a and b) values in terms 140 

of their allometric equations showed differences between populations (Table 1).  141 

Insert Table 1 142 

3.2 Morphometric coefficients model from different populations 143 
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A. granosa weight and shell length relationship analysis showed no differences in 144 

coefficient a and b value between populations (Table 2). A statistical test was performed on 145 

the coefficient b through t-test indicating the coefficient b < 3 or negative allometry in all A. 146 

granosa populations. This condition showed that the growth of cockle shell length was faster 147 

or more dominant compared to the growth of cockle weight. A further test of the hypothesis 148 

also showed that H0 was rejected (P <0.05) and means the growth rate of shell length and cockle 149 

weight overall was imbalanced. 150 

Insert Table 2 151 

3.3  Environmental parameter 152 

Seasonal variations of environmental parameters in the sampling areas are informed in 153 

Table 3. Water temperature, salinity, and phytoplankton concentration fluctuated significantly 154 

compared to other environmental parameters during the study period. 155 

Insert Table 3. 156 

 4.  Discussion 157 

4.1. Biometric relationship model of Anadara granosa 158 

Biometric data analysis of A. granosa from the northern region of the Strait of Malacca 159 

showed that the cockle growth model was negative allometry. The growth of shell length was 160 

more dominant than the growth of cockle weight. The growth model generated from the three 161 

sampling sites showed that the value of the b coefficient was less than 3 (b <3). The balance 162 

value of the b coefficient generally has a range between 2.4 to 4.5 (Wilbur and Owen 1964), 163 

and when the b value is equal to 3 (b = 3), the relationship of shell length and cockle weight is 164 

isometric (Carlander 1969). In this study, the b coefficient differs in a population or when 165 

compared to other populations. The cockle population from Lhokseumawe had a higher b 166 

coefficient (b = 2.7629±0.3894) compared to the cockle population from Banda Aceh (b = 167 

2.6178±0.2095) and the cockle population from Pulau Pinang (b = 2.2018±0.5866). In the sexes 168 
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level, a similar condition was presented, whereas both male and female A. granosa from 169 

Lhokseumawe had the highest b coefficient (male b = 2.7713±0.567, female 2.7559±0.3838) 170 

compared to other sampling locations (Banda Aceh male b = 2.6306±0.2831, female b = 171 

2.5695±0.3368; Pulau Pinang male b = 2.0043±0.889, female b = 2.3697±0.7607). These 172 

conditions indicated that the cockle growth rate in Lhokseumawe was more appropriate or 173 

suitable compared to the other two sampling areas. The b coefficient value of biometric 174 

relationships is characteristically compared between dimensional growth of related or similar 175 

species in various geographical areas (Ramesha and Sophia 2015). 176 

The contras conditions could be seen on the cockle found from the Pulau Pinang area, 177 

where the value of the b coefficient was lower than the range value of the b coefficient for most 178 

bivalves 2.4-4.5 that was described by Wilbur and Owen (1964), causing the shell length 179 

against cockle weight becomes imprecise. Shell length was growth faster than the increase of 180 

the cockle body volume, affecting the cockle to be unhealthy. Factors such as the reproductive 181 

biology (Rueda and Urban 1998), physical and biological variables of habitat (Seed 1968, 182 

Thorarinsdittir and Johannesson 1996) are recognize affected the growth and be able to change 183 

the allometry relationship between the shell length and the cockle weight in bivalvia. Water 184 

quality analysis showed that this condition due to the fluctuation in the environmental condition 185 

in cockle habitats. Furthermore, the environment quality was unsuitable for cockle growth due 186 

to an increased level of nutrients that exceeded the standards rate for marine life (Table 3). 187 

From observation, high concentration of nutrients potentially toxic to the cockle and affected 188 

cockle growth. Environmental aspects have been identified as the main factor that affects shell 189 

development in bivalves. The shell size and shape are affected by the variation of ambient 190 

environmental constraints (Wilbur and Owen 1964; Seed 1968).  191 

Furthermore, the variety of growth patterns of A. granosa highly correlates to factors 192 

of food availability, temperature, salinity, pollution materials, and reproductive activities 193 
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(Broom 1982; Day and Fleming, 1992; Tarr, 1995). The phytoplankton concentration changes 194 

were expected as the primary regulator of the fluctuation of the b coefficient from all sampling 195 

areas. The Pearson correlation test showed the opposite condition: the b coefficient strongly 196 

correlated to phytoplankton density in Banda Aceh (r = 0.766). In comparison, the 197 

phytoplankton density showed a moderate correlation with the b coefficient for cockle from 198 

Lhokseumawe (r = 0.532) and Pulau Pinang (r = 0.579). The phytoplankton density was 199 

expected as a limiting factor for growth activity. The phytoplankton was used as an energy 200 

source for the growth process of shell length and cockle weight. The supply of food sources is 201 

considered an essential factor for sustainable growth (Seed and Suchanek 1992; Widdows and 202 

Johnson 1988). 203 

Changes in the b coefficient fluctuation were also expected to have a relationship with 204 

the reproduction period. Sudden changes in the value of the b coefficient meant that there was 205 

a rapid change in the cockle weight tissue due to a few biomass of cockle. Weight reduction of 206 

the cockle volume could be caused by the reproduction process, such as the gamete production 207 

process and gonad or gamete process in a state of inactivity. In bivalve animals, gonadal growth 208 

and gonadal maturation process results increase the tissue mass density and increase tissue 209 

weight. Exchange of the value of the b coefficient indicates the beginning of the activities of 210 

gonadal maturation and growth in bivalve animals (Hemachandra and Thippeswamy 2008; 211 

Hickman and Illingworth 1980).  212 

The total cockle weight is described as the total shell weight, including the weight of 213 

cockle meat. In A. granosa, the shell weight was generally heavier than the meat weight. When 214 

the shell size increased, then the overall weight of the cockle also increased linearly. However, 215 

the analysis of the samples showed no significant weight despite the shell size increased. This 216 

condition was assumed to be the result of the increased volume of cockle meat that did not gain 217 

or develop linearly, causing the shell length growth was not in line with the cockle weight. 218 
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The growth pattern was not always fixed for species. Differences in growth models 219 

could be found in the same or different species, among sex, indifferent or the same locations 220 

and in different seasons. The difference in latitudinal gradient is also related to the shell size, 221 

reproduction level and reproductive cycle in bivalves (Kanazawa and Sato 2008; Mirzaei et al. 222 

2017) as well as the growth pattern models of cockle in these three sampling areas. Cockles 223 

from Banda Aceh and Lhokseumawe had morphological differences compared to the cockles 224 

from Pinang. A. granosa from Banda Aceh and Lhokseumawe had special shell features that 225 

were thicker and wider compared to A. granosa cockles from Pulau Pinang. The other studies 226 

on the relationship in length and weight on some Anadara species had demonstrated diversity 227 

and differences in growth patterns (Table 4). 228 

Insert table 4 229 

The value of the b coefficient on the relationship of shell length and cockle weight noted 230 

in this study was lower than the recorded one in other species in the same family, namely 231 

Tegilarca granosa (b = 2.82) from Korean waters. Another difference was also found in their 232 

relationship model, namely Scapharca from Korean water, which had positive allometry and 233 

isometric relationships, while A. granosa from the northern region of the Strait of Malacca was 234 

negative allometry. Different growth patterns at different latitudes might be caused by the 235 

influence of environmental factors, changes in the composition of the food, and competition 236 

between individuals that were locality in habitat. 237 

4.2. Relationships of the biometric component of Anadara granosa  238 

Analysis of the relationship of each biometric parameter of A. granosa through 239 

dendrogram or classification methods (hierarchy) was used to analyze the growth patterns of 240 

the three A. granosa populations in the northern region of the Strait of Malacca. The 241 

dendrogram was designed to clarify the relationship of each biometric component in cockles. 242 

Fig. 3 showed the relationship between the biometric component of A. granosa. Through this 243 
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analysis, the degree of dissimilarity between generated clusters had shown. The relationship 244 

between a biometric component in one cluster compared to another biometric component in 245 

the different cluster within the dendrogram was generated by the distance of the scale, e.g., if 246 

the scale value found high, it is assumed that the distinction between two biometric components 247 

in two different clusters was correspondingly high.  248 

Insert fig. 3. 249 

Dendrogram analysis showed that cluster A had two sub-clusters; namely, A1 250 

represented the biometric component of A. granosa from Lhokseumawe and A2 represented 251 

the biometric component of A. granosa from Banda Aceh, which was separated on a scale of 252 

16. Cluster B was a hierarchy cluster of biometric components of A. granosa from Pulau 253 

Pinang. Cluster B was separated by cluster A on a scale of 25. The larger recorded scale means 254 

the dissimilarity elements forming the component were higher. It showed the growth pattern 255 

based on the biometric parameter was very different from the high level of inequality among 256 

the clusters (population) and sub-clusters (subpopulations). This condition was interpreted that 257 

A. granosa population from Lhokseumawe and Banda Aceh (Indonesia) and Pulau Pinang 258 

(Malaysia) had significant differences in shell form and growth pattern and further correlated 259 

to the biometric relationship models. Gaspar et al. (2002, 2001) and Popa et al. (2010) state 260 

that the population can be explained in particular by the growth characteristics through the 261 

measurement of biometric morphology. 262 

The consideration that could cause variances in biometric components and thus affected 263 

A. granosa growth patterns between cluster A and cluster B were spatial differentiation. The 264 

source of A. granosa from cluster A was distinct from cluster B, where A. granosa populations 265 

within cluster A came from the northern region of Sumatra island, while A granosa in the 266 

cluster B originated from the western region of Peninsular Malaysia. Sub-clusters A was also 267 

known to have differences in growth patterns of the biometric component; they even had close 268 
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proximity. A. granosa cockles of sub-cluster A1 and A2 were expected to come from the same 269 

source of population. Differences in the pattern of biometric components were possible because 270 

of the differences in environmental factors that were locality in nature, affecting the growth 271 

patterns. Differences range of salinity (Carmichael et al. 2004; Schöne et al. 2003), temperature 272 

(Goodwin et al. 2001; Jones et al. 1989; Kennish and Olsson 1975; Pilditch and Grant 1999; 273 

Schöne et al. 2002) and density of phytoplankton (Alunno-Bruscia et al. 2001; Carmichael et 274 

al. 2004; Grant 1996; Lorrain et al. 2000; Miyaji et al. 2007) are playing a role in determining 275 

the growth pattern of cockle in three sampling areas. 276 

 277 

Acknowledgments 278 

The authors would like to thank Marine Sciences Laboratory Universiti Sains Malaysia, 279 

Ministry of Education and Culture of the Republic of Indonesia - Directorate General of Higher 280 

Education, Universitas Malikussaleh, Malaysia Quarantine, and Inspection Services (MAQIS) 281 

Malaysia and Indonesia Fisheries Quarantine Service for their continuous support in making 282 

this project a success. 283 

 284 

References 285 

Alunno-Bruscia M, Bourget E, Fréchette M (2001) Shell allometry and length-mass-density 286 

relationship for Mytilus edulis in an experimental food-regulated situation. Mar. Ecol. 287 

Prog. Ser. 219: 177–188. https://doi.org/10.3354/meps219177 288 

Anderson RO, Neumann RM (1996) Length, weight, and associated structural indices. Fish. 289 

Tech. 5: 283–300. 290 

Bailey R, Green R (1988) Within-basin variation in the shell morphology and growth rate of a 291 

freshwater mussel. Can. J. Zool. 66: 1704–1708. 292 

Bayne B, Worrall C (1980) Growth and Production of Mussels Mytilus edulis from Two 293 



13 
 

Populations. Mar. Ecol. Prog. Ser. 3: 317–328. https://doi.org/10.3354/meps003317 294 

Beukema JJ, Meehan BW (1985) Latitudinal variation in linear growth and other shell 295 

characteristics of Macoma balthica. Mar. Biol. 90: 27–33. 296 

https://doi.org/10.1007/BF00428211 297 

Bonner N, Peters RH (1985) The ecological implications of body size. J. Appl. Ecol. 22: 291. 298 

https://doi.org/10.2307/2403351 299 

Brewer PG, Riley JP (1965) The automatic determination of nitrate in seawater. Deep-Sea Res. 300 

12:765–772. 301 

Broom M (1982) Analysis of the growth of Anadara granosa (Bivalvia: Arcidae) in natural, 302 

artificially seeded and experimental populations. Mar. Ecol. Prog. Ser. 9: 69–79. 303 

https://doi.org/10.3354/meps009069 304 

Broom MJ (1983) Mortality and production in natural, artificially-seeded and experimental 305 

populations of Anadara granosa (Bivalvia: Arcidae). Oecologia 58: 389–397. 306 

https://doi.org/10.1007/BF00385241 307 

Carlander KD (1969) Handbook of freshwater fish biology. Iowa State University Press, Ames, 308 

Iowa. 309 

Carmichael RH, Shriver AC, Valiela I (2004) Changes in shell and soft tissue growth, tissue 310 

composition, and survival of quahogs, Mercenaria mercenaria, and softshell clams, Mya 311 

arenaria, in response to eutrophic-driven changes in food supply and habitat. J. Exp. Mar. 312 

Bio. Ecol. 313: 75–104. https://doi.org/10.1016/j.jembe.2004.08.006 313 

Pauly D (1984) Length - converted catch curves: a powerful tool for fisheries research in the 314 

tropics (part II). Fishbyte 8: 17–19. 315 

Day RW, Fleming AE (1992) The determinants and measurement of abalone growth, in: 316 

Shepherd SA, Tegner MJ, Guzman del Proo S (ed.), Abalone of the world: biology, 317 

fisheries and culture. Oxford: Fishing News Books, Great Britain, pp. 141–168. 318 



14 
 

Garton DW, Haag WR (1991). Heterozygosity, shell length and metabolism in the european 319 

mussel, Dreissena polymorpha, from a recently established population in lake erie. Comp. 320 

Biochem. Physiol. Part A Physiol. 99: 45–48. https://doi.org/10.1016/0300-321 

9629(91)90232-2 322 

Gaspar MB, Santos, MN, Vasconcelos P (2001) Weight–length relationships of 25 bivalve 323 

species (Mollusca: Bivalvia) from the Algarve coast (southern Portugal). J. Mar. Biol. 324 

Assoc. United Kingdom 81: 805–807. 325 

Gaspar MB, Santos MN, Vasconcelos P, Monteiro CC (2002) Shell morphometric 326 

relationships of the most common bivalve species (Mollusca: Bivalvia) of the Algarve 327 

coast (southern Portugal). Hydrobiologia 477: 73–80. 328 

https://doi.org/10.1023/A:1021009031717 329 

Goodwin DH, Flessa KW, Schöne BR, Dettman DL (2001) Cross-calibration of daily growth 330 

increments, stable isotope variation, and temperature in the Gulf of California bivalve 331 

mollusk Chione cortezi: implications for paleoenvironmental analysis. Palaios 16: 387–332 

398. 333 

Grant J (1996) The relationship of bioenergetics and the environment to the field growth of 334 

cultured bivalves. J. Exp. Mar. Bio. Ecol. 200: 239–256. 335 

Grasshoff K (1976) Methods of seawater analysis. Verlag Chemie, Weinheim. 336 

Hemachandra, Thippeswamy S (2008) Allometry and condition index in green mussel Perna 337 

viridis (L.) from St Mary’s Island off Malpe, near Udupi, India. Aquac. Res. 39: 1747–338 

1758. https://doi.org/10.1111/j.1365-2109.2008.02051.x 339 

Hickman RW, Illingworth J (1980) Condition cycle of the green-lipped mussel Perna 340 

canaliculus in New Zealand. Mar. Biol. 60:27–38. https://doi.org/10.1007/BF00395603 341 

Holopainen IJ, Hanski I (1986) Life history variation in Pisidium (Bivalvia: Pisidiidae). 342 

Ecography (Cop.). 9: 85–98. https://doi.org/10.1111/j.1600-0587.1986.tb01195.x 343 



15 
 

Jones DS, Arthur MA, Allard DJ (1989) Sclerochronological records of temperature and 344 

growth from shells of Mercenaria mercenaria from Narragansett Bay, Rhode Island. Mar. 345 

Biol. 102: 225–234. 346 

Kanazawa T, Sato S, (2008) Environmental and physiological controls on shell microgrowth 347 

pattern of Ruditapes philippinarum (Bivalvia: Veneridae) from Japan. J. Molluscan Stud. 348 

74: 89–95. 349 

Kennish MJ, Olsson RK (1975) Effects of thermal discharges on the microstructural growth of 350 

Mercenaria mercenaria. Environ. Geol. 1: 41–64. 351 

Khalil M, Yasin Z, Hwai TS (2017) Reproductive biology of blood cockle Anadara granosa 352 

(Bivalvia: Arcidae) in the northern region of the Strait of Malacca. Ocean Sci. J. 52: 75–353 

89. https://doi.org/10.1007/s12601-017-0010-y 354 

Kim YH, Ryu DK, Lee DW, Chang DS, Kim JB, Kim ST, Kwon DH (2006) Morphological 355 

analysis among populations of purpulish Washington clam , Saxidomus purpuratus in the 356 

Korean Waters. Analysis 22: 23–26. 357 

Kirkwood DS (1989) Simultaneous determination of selected nutrients in sea water. Int Counc 358 

Explor. Sea Comm. Meet. CM. 1989/C:29. 359 

Lee S (1986) Growth and reproduction of the green mussel Perna viridis (L.) (Bivalvia: 360 

Mytilacea) in contrasting environments in Hong Kong. Asian Mar. Biol. 3: 111–127. 361 

Lorrain A, Paulet YM, Chauvaud L, Savoye N, Nézan E, Guérin L (2000) Growth anomalies 362 

in Pecten maximus from coastal waters (Bay of Brest, France): relationship with diatom 363 

blooms. J. Mar. Biol. Assoc. United Kingdom 80: 667–673. 364 

Mantoura RFC, Woodward EMS (1983) Optimization of the indophenol blue method for the 365 

automated determination of ammonia in estuarine waters. Estuar Coast Shelf Sci 17: 219–366 

224. 367 



16 
 

Martinez MR, Chakroff RP, Pantastico JB (1975) Direct phytoplankton counting technique 368 

using the haemacytometer. Phil. Agr. 55:43-50. 369 

Mirzaei MR, Hwai, ATS, Khalil M (2017) Temporal Variation in shell growth rate of cockle 370 

Anadara granosa in Relation with its reproductive cycle. J. Shellfish Res. 36: 69–78. 371 

https://doi.org/10.2983/035.036.0109 372 

Miyaji T, Tanabe K, Schöne BR (2007) Environmental controls on daily shell growth of 373 

Phacosoma japonicum (Bivalvia: Veneridae) from Japan. Mar. Ecol. Prog. Ser. 336: 141–374 

150. 375 

Morton B (2009) The population dynamics, reproductive strategy and life history tactics of 376 

Musculium lacusfre (Bivalvia: Pisidiidae) in Hong Kong. J. Zool. 207: 581–603. 377 

https://doi.org/10.1111/j.1469-7998.1985.tb04953.x 378 

Peharda M, Župan I, Bavčević L, Frankić A, Klanjšček T (2007) Growth and condition index 379 

of mussel Mytilus galloprovincialis in experimental integrated aquaculture. Aquac. Res. 380 

38: 1714–1720. https://doi.org/10.1111/j.1365-2109.2007.01840.x 381 

Pilditch CA, Grant J (1999) Effect of temperature fluctuations and food supply on the growth 382 

and metabolism of juvenile sea scallops (Placopecten magellanicus). Mar. Biol. 134: 235–383 

248. 384 

Pinn EH, Richardson CA, Thompson RC, Hawkins SJ (2005) Burrow morphology, biometry, 385 

age and growth of piddocks (Mollusca: Bivalvia: Pholadidae) on the south coast of 386 

England. Mar. Biol. 147: 943–953. https://doi.org/10.1007/s00227-005-1582-0 387 

Popa O, Iorgu E, Kelemen B, Murariu D, Popa L (2010) Morphometric analysis of some 388 

populations of lymnocardiid species (Mollusca: Bivalvia) from Razelm Lake Complex 389 

(Romania). Trav. du Muséum Natl. d’Histoire Nat. “Grigore Antipa” 53: 13–19. 390 

https://doi.org/10.2478/v10191-010-0002-y 391 

Ramesha MM, Thippeswamy S (2009) Allometry and condition index in the freshwater bivalve 392 



17 
 

Parreysia corrugata (Muller) from river. Asian Fish. Sci. 22: 203–214. 393 

Ricker WE (1975) Computation and interpretation of biological statistics of fish populations. 394 

Bull. Fish. Res. Board Canada 191: 401. https://doi.org/10.1038/108070b0 395 

Rueda M, Urban HJ (1998) Population dynamics and fishery of the fresh water clam 396 

Polymesoda solida (Corbiculidae) in Clenaga poza verde, Salamanca Island, Columbia, 397 

Carribean. Fish. Res. 39: 55-56. 398 

Schöne B, Tanabe K, Dettman D, Sato S (2003) Environmental controls on shell growth rates 399 

and δ18O of the shallow-marine bivalve mollusk Phacosoma japonicum in Japan. Mar. 400 

Biol. 142: 473-485. https://doi.org/10.1007/s00227-002-0970-y 401 

Schöne BR, Goodwin DH, Flessa KW, Dettman DL (2002) Sclerochronology and Growth of 402 

the Bivalve Mollusks Chione (Chionista) fluctifraga and C. (Chionista) cortezi in the. 403 

Veliger 45: 45–54. 404 

Seed R (1968) Factors influencing shell shape in the mussel Mytilus edulis. J. Mar. Biol. Ass. 405 

U.K. 48: 561-584. 406 

Seed R, Suchanek TH (1992) Population and community ecology of Mytilus. In: Gosling E 407 

(ed.) The mussel mytilus: ecology, physiology, genetics and culture, Elsevier, London, 408 

87-169 409 

Shine R, Reiss MJ (1990) The allometry of growth and reproduction. J. Anim. Ecol. 59: 1197. 410 

https://doi.org/10.2307/5044 411 

Smit H, Vaate AB, de Fioole A (1992) Shell growth of the zebra mussel (Dreissena 412 

polymorpha Pall.) in relation to selected physio-chemical parameters in the Lower Rhine 413 

and some associated lakes. Arch. Hydrobiol. 124: 80–257. 414 

Tarr RJQ (1995) Growth and movement of the South African abalone Haliotis midae: a 415 

reassessment. Mar. Freshw. Res. 46: 583–590. 416 



18 
 

Thorarinsdottir GG, Johannesson G (1996) Shell length-meat weight relationships of the Ocean 417 

Qualog, Artica islandica (Linnaeus, 1767), from Icelandic Waters. J. Shellfish Res. 418 

15(3): 729-733. 419 

Widdows J, Johnson D (1988) Physiological energetics of Mytilus edulis: scope for growth. 420 

Mar. Ecol. Prog. Ser. 46: 113–121. 421 

Wilbur KM, Owen G, (1964) Growth, in: Wilbur, K.M., Yonge, C.M. (ed.), Physiology of 422 

Mollusca, Vol. I. Academic Press, New York, pp. 211–242. 423 

Zelditch M, Swiderski D, Sheets H, Fink W (2004) Geometric Morphometrics for Biologists, 424 

Geometric Morphometrics for Biologists. https://doi.org/10.1016/B978-0-12-778460-425 

1.X5000-5. 426 

Zhang JZ, Chi J (2002) Automated analysis of nanomolar concentrations of phosphate in 427 

natural waters, with liquid wave guide. Environ. Sci. Technol. 36:1048-1053. 428 

 429 

 430 

 431 

 432 

 433 

 434 

 435 

 436 

 437 

 438 

 439 

 440 

 441 



19 
 

Captions for figures 442 

Fig.  1. Anadara grannosa sampling location in the northern region of the Strait of Malacca 443 
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Fig. 3. Dendrogram parameter of Anadara granosa biometric relationship from the northern 447 
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Abstract 21 

This study on the growth pattern of the blood cockle Anadara granosa focused on the aspects 22 

of biometric prints on the shell, which aimed to predict the growth of the A. granosa population 23 

in the northern region of Malacca Strait. The local sample populations of the cockle were 24 

collected in three different intertidal areas called Lhokseumawe and Banda Aceh in Indonesia 25 

and Pulau Pinang in Malaysia. The biometric analysis showed that the length-weight 26 

relationship model of A. granosa populations in this region indicated that the cockle population 27 

generally had a negative allometric growth pattern (b < 3) or that shell length is more dominant 28 

compared to shell weight. Therefore, the result showed that the growth performance of A. 29 

granosa was not ideal, and the highest b value (the coefficient of biometric relationship) was 30 

recorded in Lhokseumawe, followed by Banda Aceh and Pulau Pinang. The value of the 31 

coefficient b could be affected by various factors such as environmental conditions, adaptation, 32 

and dietary patterns. Cluster analysis revealed that the population of A. granosa from the 33 

northern region of the Strait of Malacca was divided into two clusters, which were A. granosa 34 

from the northern Strait of Malacca (Banda Aceh and Lhokseumawe in Indonesia) and A. 35 

granosa from the western Strait of Malacca (Pulau Pinang in Malaysia). The factors that might 36 

cause the differences in the biometric component of both clusters were at the geographical level 37 

on the source of population and local environmental parameters. 38 

 39 
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1.  Introduction 41 

Anadara granosa is one of the important fishery commodities in several areas of 42 

Southeast Asia. This species has been cultivated in countries such as Malaysia and Thailand 43 

due to limited natural stocks. However, this species in Indonesia is still harvested directly from 44 

nature (Broom 1983; Khalil et al. 2017). Nevertheless, annual harvested-cockle data reveal a 45 

reduction in natural stocks in the last decade. One of the main factors for the significant reduction 46 

in natural stocks is overharvesting  due to the high demand as protein source.. This condition may 47 

also be a result of the lack in management in controlling the wild cockle population stock. 48 

Therefore, the management of this species is required for the sustainability of this important 49 

species. Comprehensive information on biometrics (morphometric relationship pattern of the 50 

species) is necessary to predict the annual recruitment, as well as to interpret growth, mortality, 51 

reproductive biology, and survival data in the marine culture of species (Kim et al. 2006; 52 

Peharda et al. 2007; Pinn et al. 2005; Zelditch et al. 2004).  53 

Length-weight is an essential variable for comparing growth, physiological processes, 54 

and environmental factors that affect aquatic organisms (Hemachandra and Thippeswamy, 55 

2008). Growth of bivalves can be defined as the increase of the length size of the shell and 56 

body weight (body mass) and these indicators have also been used extensively as corresponding 57 

parameters to assess their growth  (Bailey and Green 1988; Bayne and Worrall 1980; Garton 58 

and Haag 1991; Smit et al. 1992). Measuring the length and weight of aquatic species is used 59 

to evaluate the growth patterns of species quantitatively. Such relationships are expressed via 60 

the data distribution of shell length and cockle weight. These data also represent the ratio of 61 

the addition of an animal's body size by period. Length and weight relationships have several 62 

purposes, namely (1) for measuring the weight and length ratio of a species to the weight-length 63 

in Taxa class (Anderson and Neumann 1996; Shine 1990), and (2) for age (Pauly 1983).  64 
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The length and weight relationship allows life history and morphological differences to 67 

be identified between species and populations from different habitats (Beukema and Meehan 68 

1985; Gaspar et al. 2002; Holopainen and Hanski 1986).  This study sought to analyze the 69 

biometric relationship of A. granosa by using a morphometric relationship and dendrogram 70 

analysis of specimens collected from the northern region of the Strait of Malacca. 71 

2.  Materials and Methods 72 

2.1  Samples collection 73 

The specimens of A. granosa (120 specimens/month) were collected monthly from June 74 

2009 till September 2010 from the muddy natural habitat in Banda Aceh (5°32'34.67"N - 75 

95°17'2.54"E), Lhokseumawe (05°09'35.3"N - 097°08'29.4"E) in Aceh Province, Indonesia 76 

and Pulau Pinang (5°16'9.66"N - 100°23'27.37"E) in Malaysia (Fig. 1). The selection of these 77 

three sampling areas was based on the geographical distribution characteristics of A. granosa 78 

in the northern region of the Malacca Strait.  Banda Aceh and Lhokseumawe sampling areas 79 

share similar features such as larger coastal mudflat areas exposed during all low tides, 80 

minimum wave action, high salinity waters surrounded by mangroves patches and such 81 

locations are a natural habitat for A. granosa. Meanwhile, Pulau Pinang sampling area is 82 

differentiated by larger cockle culture plots which were continuously submerged underwater 83 

and composited by muddy substrate with no wave action, located near industrial zones and are 84 

thought to be disturbed by human activities.  85 

Insert figure 1. 86 

The total number of specimens sampled was 1,920, with cockle sizes ranging from 38–87 

71 mm in length. The specimens were collected at a depth of 5-30 cm, and salinity ranged from 88 

10-33 ppt. The live samples were collected manually with the aid of a harrow during the low 89 

tide period. After collection, the specimens were stored in isotherm containers and directly 90 

transferred to the laboratory. The samples were cleaned and mud and organisms attached to the 91 
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shell were removed in the laboratory, then reared in the aquarium where biometric values were 94 

continuously recorded (Fig. 2), including shell length, shell thickness, cockle height, fresh 95 

tissue weight, wet cockle weight, and sex category. The measurement of length and width of 96 

the cockle was taken with a digital Vernier caliper with an accuracy of 0.1 mm, and the cockle 97 

weight tissue was weighed using a digital weighing scale (in grams). The length was defined 98 

as the maximum shell length (measured from the posterior margin to the anterior margin of the 99 

cockle); the thickness was measured on the inflating position, from the most protruding part on 100 

the top of cockle to the most protruding portion on the bottom of cockle. The height was 101 

measured from the highest ventral margin of the cockle towards the dorsal margin of the cockle. 102 

Insert figure 2. 103 

2.2 Morphometric relationship 104 

The morphometric ratio of A. granosa between length: height, length: thickness and 105 

height: thickness was analyzed using the following formula: 106 

a = L / H, a = L / C and a = H / C 107 

Where: L = shell length, H = shell height, C = shell thickness, a = index (coefficient), 108 

The growth pattern of the cockle was able to be designated through the relationship of 109 

shell length and cockle body weight (wet weight), which was analyzed through the equation of 110 

power regression (Ricker 1975). From the results it could be determined if the growth rate of cockle 111 

length balanced with the cockle weight or the ratio (between length and weight) could be formulated in 112 

the mathematical expression b = 3, and if so then it was assumed that the cockle growth was 113 

isometric. Whereas if b ≠ 3, it was allometric, which means the growth of cockle length was 114 

not proportionate to in balance the weight. To test whether the constants were b = 3 or b ≠ 3 115 

(isometric or allometric), a statistical test was performed through a statistical t-test. The 116 

equation above applied both to the whole cockle and by sex. Based on the statistical t-test, the 117 

hypotheses used were: 118 
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H0: b = 3, shell length and cockle weight relationship was isometric 120 

H1: b ≠ 3 mean shell length and cockle weight relationship was allometric (namely: positive 121 

allometry), if b > 3 meant that the growth of cockle weight was faster than the growth of shell 122 

length (namely: negative allometry) and if b < 3 meant the growth of shell length was faster 123 

than the cockle weight. 124 

2.3. Environmental parameter measurement 125 

Maximum and minimum seawater temperatures were measured daily using a portable 126 

max-min thermometer device fixed in the sampling areas. Seawater salinity, pH, and dissolved 127 

oxygen were assessed regularly using a handheld Multiparameter Portable Meter (Hanna HI-128 

9828) at the study sites, where turbidity was measured with a turbidity meter (Turbidity meter 129 

800-ESD). Monthly analyzes of dissolved nutrients for ammonium, nitrate, nitrite, and 130 

phosphate concentrations were performed using standard methods (Brewer and Riley 1965, 131 

Grasshoff 1976; Mantoura and Woodward 1983; Kirkwood 1989; Zhang and Chi 2002). 132 

Phytoplankton samples were obtained monthly from mid-surface water by towing a plankton 133 

net (mouth diameter 0.35 m) made of bolting silk (No. 30, mesh size: 48 µM) for 30 minutes 134 

and preserved using Lugol's solution. Phytoplankton cell density was measured monthly using 135 

a hemocytometer and a compound microscope following the Martinez et al. (1975) protocol. 136 

2.4 Statistical analysis 137 

The raw data obtained were collected and put into a package of Microsoft Excel 2011 138 

software Macintosh version to be processed and analyzed. Statistical analysis of Co-Variant 139 

Analysis was used to determine significant differences in the values obtained in each collected 140 

group data. The determining factor used in this study was the population differences in the 141 

three different regions. Therefore, the coefficients a and b were analyzed by observing the 142 

growth differences in population and sex differences in the sample (male, female, or neutral). 143 
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The statistical test was continued by the post hoc test to determine which factor significantly 144 

differed in one particular parameter. 145 

The parametric statistical test of Co-Variant analysis was analyzed by using the package 146 

of SPSS (Statistical Package for the Social Science) software version 23.0 Macintosh version. 147 

Relationships existed between two variables: the relationship between the b coefficient 148 

(relationship of shell length and cockle weight) and environmental factors in the sampling area. 149 

Hypothesis testing was then performed on the sample parameters to test the significance of 150 

correlation at the level of 95% (P = 0.05). The statistical t-test was used to find significant 151 

differences in the pattern of change in the b coefficient that was the growth nexus of shell length 152 

and cockle weight of each sampling area.  153 

Cluster analysis through the dendrogram diagram was designed to clarify the 154 

relationship between each biometric component (Ramesha and Thippeswamy 2009) regarding 155 

A. granosa from the northern region of the Strait of Malacca. Cluster analysis was processed 156 

by using SPSS (Statistical Package for the Social Science). 157 

3.  Results 158 

3.1  Equality a and b coefficients from different populations 159 

The biometric studies of A. granosa (from June 2009-September 2010) from the 160 

northern region of the Strait of Malacca involving 1920 individuals consisted of 756 males, 161 

974 females, and 190 neuters. The statistical analysis showed that A. granosa shell height: shell 162 

length relationship from three sampling areas revealed a dissimilar coefficient a, but the 163 

coefficient b was similar. Furthermore, the relationship of shell thickness: shell length of A. 164 

granosa populations showed that the coefficients a and b were identical between populations. 165 

In contrast, the relationship of shell thickness: shell height coefficient (a and b) values in terms 166 

of their allometric equations showed differences between populations (Table 1).  167 
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3.2 Morphometric coefficients model from different populations 171 

A. granosa weight and shell length relationship analysis showed no differences in 172 

coefficient a and b values between populations (Table 2). A statistical test was performed on 173 

the coefficient b through a t-test indicating the coefficient b < 3 or negative allometry in all A. 174 

granosa populations. This condition showed that the growth of cockle shell length was faster 175 

or more dominant compared to the growth of cockle weight. A further test of the hypothesis 176 

also showed that H0 was rejected (P <0.05) and indicates that the growth rate of shell length 177 

and cockle weight was in an overall imbalance. 178 

Insert Table 2 179 

3.3  Environmental parameter 180 

Seasonal variations of environmental parameters in the sampling areas are presented in 181 

Table 3. Water temperature, salinity, and phytoplankton concentration fluctuated significantly 182 

compared to other environmental parameters during the study period. 183 

Insert Table 3. 184 

 4.  Discussion 185 

4.1. Biometric relationship model of Anadara granosa 186 

Biometric data analysis of A. granosa from the northern region of the Strait of Malacca 187 

showed that the cockle growth model was negative allometry. The growth of shell length was 188 

more dominant than the growth of cockle weight. The growth model generated from the three 189 

sampling sites showed that the value of the b coefficient was less than 3 (b <3). The balance 190 

value of the b coefficient generally has a range between 2.4 to 4.5 (Wilbur and Owen 1964), 191 

and when the b value is equal to 3 (b = 3), the relationship of shell length and cockle weight is 192 

isometric (Carlander 1969). In this study, the b coefficient differs within a population or when 193 

compared to other populations. The cockle population from Lhokseumawe had a higher b 194 

coefficient (b = 2.7629±0.3894) compared to the cockle population from Banda Aceh (b = 195 
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2.6178±0.2095) and the cockle population from Pulau Pinang (b = 2.2018±0.5866). According 196 

to sexual orientation, a similar condition was presented, although both male and female A. 197 

granosa from Lhokseumawe had the highest b coefficient (male b = 2.7713±0.567, female 198 

2.7559±0.3838) compared to other sampling locations (Banda Aceh male b = 2.6306±0.2831, 199 

female b = 2.5695±0.3368; Pulau Pinang male b = 2.0043±0.889, female b = 2.3697±0.7607). 200 

These b coefficient results indicated that the cockle growth rate in Lhokseumawe was more 201 

appropriate or suitable compared to the other two sampling areas. The b coefficient value of 202 

biometric relationships is characteristically compared between dimensional growth of related 203 

or similar species in various geographical areas (Ramesha and Sophia 2015). 204 

The contrary conditions could be found among cockles from the Pulau Pinang area, 205 

where the value of the b coefficient was lower than the range value of the b coefficient for most 206 

bivalves at 2.4-4.5 that was described by Wilbur and Owen (1964), causing the cockle shell 207 

length against cockle weight showed an unbalanced conditioncausing the cockle shell length 208 

against cockle weight showed an unbalanced condition. Shell length growth was faster than the 209 

increase of the cockle body volume, causing the cockle to be unhealthy. Factors such as 210 

reproductive biology (Rueda and Urban 1998), and the physical and biological variables of a 211 

habitat (Seed 1968, Thorarinsdottir and Johannesson 1996) are recognized as affecting growth 212 

and can change the allometry relationship between the shell length and the cockle weight in 213 

bivalvia. Water quality analysis showed that faster increase in shell length compared to body 214 

weight was due to the fluctuation in environmental conditions in cockle habitats. Furthermore, 215 

the environmental circumstances were unsuitable for cockle growth due to an increased level 216 

of nutrients that exceeded the standard rate for marine life (Table 3). Based on observations, 217 

the high concentration of nutrients are potentially toxic to the cockles and could affect cockle 218 

growth. Environmental aspects have been identified as the main factor that affects shell 219 
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development in bivalves. The shell size and shape are affected by the variation of ambient 224 

environmental constraints (Wilbur and Owen 1964; Seed 1968).  225 

Furthermore, the variety of growth patterns of A. granosa highly correlates to factors 226 

of food availability, temperature, salinity, pollution materials, and reproductive activities 227 

(Broom 1982; Day and Fleming, 1992; Tarr, 1995). The phytoplankton concentration changes 228 

were expected to be the primary regulator of the fluctuation of the b coefficient from all 229 

sampling areas. The Pearson correlation test showed the opposite circumstance: the b 230 

coefficient was strongly correlated to phytoplankton density in Banda Aceh (r = 0.766). In 231 

comparison, the phytoplankton density showed a moderate correlation with the b coefficient 232 

for cockles from Lhokseumawe (r = 0.532) and Pulau Pinang (r = 0.579). The phytoplankton 233 

density was expected to be a limiting factor for growth activity. Phytoplankton are used as an 234 

energy source for the growth process of shell length and cockle weight. The supply of food 235 

sources is considered an essential factor for sustainable growth (Seed and Suchanek 1992; 236 

Widdows and Johnson 1988). 237 

Changes in the b coefficient fluctuation were also expected to reveal a relationship with 238 

the reproduction period. Sudden changes in the value of the b coefficient meant that there was 239 

a rapid change in the cockle weight tissue due to meagre biomass of cockles. Weight reduction 240 

of the cockle volume could be caused by the reproduction process, such as the gamete 241 

production process and gonad or gamete process being in a state of inactivity. In bivalve 242 

animals, gonadal growth and gonadal maturation process results in increased tissue mass 243 

density and increased tissue weight. Changes in the value of the b coefficient indicates the 244 

beginning of the activities of gonadal maturation and growth in bivalve animals (Hemachandra 245 

and Thippeswamy 2008; Hickman and Illingworth 1980).  246 

The total cockle weight is described as the total shell weight, including the weight of 247 

cockle meat. In A. granosa, the shell weight was generally heavier than the meat weight. When 248 
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the shell size increased, then the overall weight of the cockle also increased linearly. However, 249 

the analysis of the samples showed no significant weight increase despite the increased shell 250 

size. This condition was assumed to be the result of the increased volume of cockle meat that 251 

did not gain or develop linearly, causing the shell length growth was not in line with the cockle 252 

weight. 253 

The growth pattern is not always fixed for species. Differences in growth models might 254 

appear in the same or different species, among sex, indifferent or the same locations and in 255 

different seasons. The difference in latitudinal gradient is also related to the shell size, 256 

reproduction level and reproductive cycle in bivalves (Kanazawa and Sato 2008; Mirzaei et al. 257 

2017) as well as the growth pattern models of cockles in these three sampling areas. Cockles 258 

from Banda Aceh and Lhokseumawe had morphological differences compared to the cockles 259 

from Pinang. A. granosa from Banda Aceh and Lhokseumawe had special shell features that 260 

were thicker and wider compared to A. granosa cockles from Pulau Pinang. Other studies on 261 

the relationship in length and weight regarding some Anadara species have demonstrated 262 

diversity and differences in growth patterns (Table 4). 263 

Insert table 4 264 

The value of the b coefficient on the relationship of shell length and cockle weight noted 265 

in this study was lower than that recorded in other species in the same family, namely Tegilarca 266 

granosa (b = 2.82) from Korean waters. Another difference was also found in their relationship 267 

model, namely Scapharca from Korean water, which had positive allometry and isometric 268 

relationships, while A. granosa from the northern region of the Strait of Malacca displayed 269 

negative allometry. Different growth patterns at different latitudes might be caused by the 270 

influence of environmental factors, changes in the composition of the food, and competition 271 

between individuals particular to a particular habitat. 272 

4.2. Relationships of the biometric component of Anadara granosa  273 
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Analysis of the relationship of each biometric parameter of A. granosa through 274 

dendrogram or classification methods (hierarchy) was used to assess the growth patterns of the 275 

three A. granosa populations in the northern region of the Strait of Malacca. The dendrogram 276 

was designed to clarify the relationship of each biometric component in cockles. Fig. 3 shows 277 

the relationship between the biometric components of A. granosa. Through this analysis, the 278 

degree of dissimilarity between generated clusters is shown. The relationship between a 279 

biometric component in one cluster compared to another biometric component in a different 280 

cluster within the dendrogram was generated by the distance of the scale, e.g., if the scale value 281 

was found to be high, it is assumed that the distinction between two biometric components in 282 

two different clusters was correspondingly high.  283 

Insert fig. 3. 284 

Dendrogram analysis showed that cluster A had two sub-clusters; namely, A1 285 

represented the biometric component of A. granosa from Lhokseumawe and A2 represented 286 

the biometric component of A. granosa from Banda Aceh, which was separated on a scale of 287 

16. Cluster B was a hierarchy cluster of biometric components of A. granosa from Pulau 288 

Pinang. Cluster B was separated by cluster A on a scale of 25. The larger recorded scale means 289 

the dissimilarity of elements forming the component were higher. It showed that the growth 290 

pattern based on the biometric parameter was very different from the high level of inequality 291 

among the clusters (population) and sub-clusters (subpopulations). This condition was 292 

interpreted to mean that the A. granosa populations from Lhokseumawe and Banda Aceh 293 

(Indonesia) and Pulau Pinang (Malaysia) had significant differences in shell form and growth 294 

pattern and further correlated to the biometric relationship models. Gaspar et al. (2002, 2001) 295 

and Popa et al. (2010) stated that the population can be explained in particular by the growth 296 

characteristics through the measurement of biometric morphology. 297 
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It is thought that the factor that could cause variances in biometric components and thus 298 

affect A. granosa growth patterns between cluster A and cluster B is spatial differentiation. The 299 

source of A. granosa from cluster A was distinct from cluster B, where A. granosa populations 300 

within cluster A came from the northern region of Sumatra island, while A granosa in the 301 

cluster B originated from the western region of Peninsular Malaysia. Sub-clusters of A were 302 

also known to have differences in growth patterns of the biometric component; they even had 303 

close proximity. A. granosa cockles of sub-clusters A1 and A2 were expected to come from 304 

the same population source. Differences in the pattern of biometric components may have 305 

occurred because of the differences in environmental factors that were local in nature, affecting 306 

the growth patterns. Differences in the range of salinity (Carmichael et al. 2004; Schöne et al. 307 

2003), temperature (Goodwin et al. 2001; Jones et al. 1989; Kennish and Olsson 1975; Pilditch 308 

and Grant 1999; Schöne et al. 2002) and density of phytoplankton (Alunno-Bruscia et al. 2001; 309 

Carmichael et al. 2004; Grant 1996; Lorrain et al. 2000; Miyaji et al. 2007) also play a role in 310 

determining the growth pattern of cockles in the three sampling areas. 311 

 312 
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This  study  on  the  growth  pattern  of  the  blood  cockle
AnadaraTegillarca  granosa  focused  on  the  aspects  of  biometric
prints on the shell, which aimed to predict the growth of the AT.
granosa  population in the northern region of Malacca Strait. The
local  sample  populations  of  the  cockle  were  collected  in  three
different intertidal areas called Lhokseumawe and Banda Aceh in
Indonesia  and Pulau Pinang in  Malaysia.  The biometric  analysis
showed that the length–weight relationship model of AT. granosa
populations  in  this  region  indicated  that  the  cockle  population
generally had a negative allometric growth pattern (b < 3) or that
shell length is more dominant compared to shell weight. Therefore,
the result showed that the growth performance of AT. granosa was
not  ideal,  and  the  highest  b  value  (the  coefficient  of  biometric
relationship)  was  recorded in  Lhokseumawe,  followed by Banda
Aceh and Pulau Pinang.  The value of the coefficient  b  could  be
affected  by  various  factors  such  as  environmental  conditions,
adaptation, and dietary patterns. Cluster analysis revealed that the
population of AT. granosa from the northern region of the Strait of
Malacca was divided into two clusters,  which were AT. granosa
from  the  northern  Strait  of  Malacca  (Banda  Aceh  and
Lhokseumawe  in  Indonesia)  and  AT.  granosa  from  the  western
Strait  of  Malacca  (Pulau  Pinang  in  Malaysia).  The  factors  that
might  cause  the  differences  in  the  biometric  component  of  both
clusters were at the geographical level on the source of population
and local environmental parameters.

AQ1

AQ2

Keywords
Blood cockle
Bivalvia
Growth model
Malacca Strait
Morphometric Please insert 'Morphometric' after 'Bivalvia'
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1. Introduction
AnadaraTegillarca granosa is one of the important fishery
commodities in several areas of Southeast Asia. This species has
been cultivated in countries such as Malaysia and Thailand due to
limited natural stocks. However, this species in Indonesia is still
harvested directly from nature (Broom 1983; Khalil et al. 2017).
Nevertheless, annual harvested-cockle data reveal a reduction in
natural stocks in the last decade. One of the main factors for the
significant reduction in natural stocks is overharvesting due to the
high demand as a protein source. This condition may also be a result
of the lack in management in controlling the wild cockle population
stock. Therefore, the management of this species is required for the
sustainability of this important species. Comprehensive information
on biometrics (morphometric relationship pattern of the species) is
necessary to predict the annual recruitment, as well as to interpret
growth, mortality, reproductive biology, and survival data in the
marine culture of species (Kim et al. 2006; Peharda et al. 2007; Pinn
et al. 2005; Zelditch et al. 2004).

Length–weight is an essential variable for comparing growth,
physiological processes, and environmental factors that affect aquatic
organisms (Hemachandra and Thippeswamy 2008). Growth of
bivalves can be defined as the increase of the length size of the shell
and body weight (body mass) and these indicators have also been
used extensively as corresponding parameters to assess their growth
(Bailey and Green 1988; Bayne and Worrall 1980; Garton and Haag
1991; Smit et al. 1992). Measuring the length and weight of aquatic
species is used to evaluate the growth patterns of species
quantitatively. Such relationships are expressed via the data
distribution of shell length and cockle weight. These data also
represent the ratio of the addition of an animal’s body size by period.
Length and weight relationships have several purposes, namely (1)
for measuring the weight and length ratio of a species to the weight–
length in Taxa class (Anderson and Neumann 1996; Shine and Reiss
1990), and (2) for age (Pauly 1983).
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The length and weight relationship allows life history and
morphological differences to be identified between species and
populations from different habitats (Beukema and Meehan 1985;
Gaspar et al. 2002; Holopainen and Hanski 1986). This study sought
to analyze the biometric relationship of AT. granosa using a
morphometric relationship and dendrogram analysis of specimens
collected from the northern region of the Strait of Malacca.

2. Materials and Methods

2.1. Samples Collection
The specimens of AT. granosa (120 specimens/month) were collected
monthly from June 2009 till September 2010 from the muddy natural
habitat in Banda Aceh (5°32′34.67′′ N–95°17′2.54′′ E),
Lhokseumawe (5°09′35.3′′ N–97°08′29.4′′ E) in Aceh Province,
Indonesia and Pulau Pinang (5°16′9.66′′ N–100°23′27.37′′ E) in
Malaysia (Fig. 1). The selection of these three sampling areas was
based on the geographical distribution characteristics of AT. granosa
in the northern region of the Malacca Strait. Banda Aceh and
Lhokseumawe sampling areas share similar features such as larger
coastal mudflat areas exposed during all low tides, minimum wave
action, high salinity waters surrounded by mangroves patches and
such locations are a natural habitat for AT. granosa. Meanwhile,
Pulau Pinang sampling area is differentiated by larger cockle culture
plots which were continuously submerged underwater and
composited by muddy substrate with no wave action, located near
industrial zones and are thought to be disturbed by human activities.

Fig. 1 Please change the Map with the new one in attached file

AnadaraTegillarca granosa sampling location in the northern region of
the Strait of Malacca
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The total number of specimens sampled was 1920, with cockle sizes
ranging from 38 to 71 mm in length. The specimens were collected at
a depth of 5–30 cm, and salinity ranged from 10 to 33 ppt. The live
samples were collected manually with the aid of a harrow during the
low tide period. After collection, the specimens were stored in
isotherm containers and directly transferred to the laboratory. The
samples were cleaned andfrom mud and organisms attached to the
shell were removed in the laboratory, then reared in the aquarium
where biometric values were continuously recorded (Fig. 2),
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including shell length, shell thickness, cockle height, fresh tissue
weight, wet cockle weight, and sex category. The measurement of
length and width of the cockle was taken with a digital Vernier
caliper with an accuracy of 0.1 mm, and the cockle weight tissue was
weighed using a digital weighing scale (in grams). The length was
defined as the maximum shell length (measured from the posterior
margin to the anterior margin of the cockle); the thickness was
measured on the inflating position, from the most protruding part on
the top of the cockle to the most protruding portion on the bottom of
the cockle. The height was measured from the highest ventral margin
of the cockle towards the dorsal margin of the cockle.

Fig. 2

Biometric of AnadaraTegillarca granosa
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2.2. Morphometric Relationship
The morphometric ratio of AT. granosa between length:height,
length:thickness and height:thickness was analyzed using the
following formula:

where L is the  shell length, H is the  shell height, C  is the  shell
thickness, and a is the  index (coefficient).

! = "/#, ! = "/$ and ! = #/$,
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The growth pattern of the cockle was able to be designated through
the relationship of shell length and cockle body weight (wet weight),
which was analyzed through the equation of power regression
(Ricker 1975). From the results, it could be determined if the growth
rate of cockle length balanced with the cockle weight or the ratio
(between length and weight) could be formulated in the mathematical
expression b = 3, and if so then it was assumed that the cockle
growth was isometric. Whereas if b ≠ 3, it was allometric, which
means the growth of cockle length was not proportionate to the
weight. To test whether the constants were b = 3 or b ≠ 3 (isometric
or allometric), a statistical test was performed through a statistical t
test. The equation above applied both to the whole cockle and by sex.
Based on the statistical t test, the hypotheses used were:

H : b = 3, shell length and cockle weight relationship was isometric.

H : b ≠ 3 mean shell length and cockle weight relationship was
allometric (namely: positive allometry), if b > 3 meant that the
growth of cockle weight was faster than the growth of shell length
(namely: negative allometry) and if b < 3 meant the growth of shell
length was faster than the cockle weight.

2.3. Environmental Parameter Measurement
Maximum and minimum seawater temperatures were measured daily
using a portable max–min thermometer device fixed in the sampling
areas. Seawater salinity, pH, and dissolved oxygen were assessed
regularly using a handheld Multiparameter Portable Meter (Hanna
HI-9828) at the study sites, where turbidity was measured with a
turbidity meter (Turbidity meter 800-ESD). Monthly analyses of
dissolved nutrients for ammonium, nitrate, nitrite, and phosphate
concentrations were performed using standard methods (Brewer and
Riley 1965; Grasshoff 1976; Mantoura and Woodward 1983;
Kirkwood 1989; Zhang and Chi 2002). Phytoplankton samples were
obtained monthly from mid-surface water by towing a plankton net
(mouth diameter 0.35 m) made of bolting silk (No. 30, mesh size:

0

1
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48 µM) for 30 min and preserved using Lugol’s solution.
Phytoplankton cell density was measured monthly using a
hemocytometer and a compound microscope following the Martinez
et al. (1975) protocol.

2.4. Statistical Analysis
The raw data obtained were collected and put into a package of
Microsoft Excel 2011 software Macintosh version to be processed
and analyzed. Statistical analysis of Co-Variant Analysis was used to
determine significant differences in the values obtained in each
collected group data. The determining factor used in this study was
the population differences in the three different regions. Therefore,
the coefficients a and b were analyzed by observing the growth
differences in population and sex differences in the sample (male,
female, or neutral). The statistical test was continued by the post hoc
test to determine which factor significantly differed in one particular
parameter.

The parametric statistical test of Co-Variant analysis was analyzed
using the package of SPSS (Statistical Package for the Social
Science) software version 23.0 Macintosh version. Relationships
existed between two variables: the relationship between the bb
coefficient (relationship of shell length and cockle weight) and
environmental factors in the sampling area. Hypothesis testing was
then performed on the sample parameters to test the significance of
correlation at the level of 95% (P = 0.05). The statistical t test was
used to find significant differences in the pattern of change in the bb
coefficient that was the growth nexus of shell length and cockle
weight of each sampling area.

Cluster analysis through the dendrogram diagram was designed to
clarify the relationship between each biometric component (Ramesha
and Thippeswamy 2009) regarding AT. granosa from the northern
region of the Strait of Malacca. Cluster analysis was processed using
SPSS software(Statistical Package for the Social Science).
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3. Results

3.1. Equality a and b Coefficients from Different
Populations
The biometric studies of AT. granosa (from June 2009 to September
2010) from the northern region of the Strait of Malacca involving
1920 individuals consisted of 756 males, 974 females, and 190
neuters. The statistical analysis showed that AT. granosa shell
height:shell length relationship from three sampling areas revealed a
dissimilar coefficient a, but the coefficient b was similar.
Furthermore, the relationship of shell thickness:shell length of AT.
granosa populations showed that the coefficients a and b were
identical between populations. In contrast, the relationship of shell
thickness:shell height coefficient (a and b) values in terms of their
allometric equations showed differences between populations (Table
1).

Table 1

Equality of coefficients a and b in allometric model from populations

Model

Banda Aceh Lhokseumawe Pulau Pinang ANCOVA’s F,
df, P

a ± 
SEa

b ± 
SEb

a ± 
SEa

b ± 
SEb

a ± 
SEa

b ± 
SEb a Bb

SH = 
a × 
SL

1.662 
± 
4.031

0.765 
± 
0.088

7.487 
± 
8,107

0.650 
± 
0.125

10.832 
± 
5.863

0.502 
± 
0.146

7.155,
1,
0.011

3.220,
1,
0.080

ST = 
a × 
SL

1.820 
± 
4.640

0.646 
± 
0.103

5.902 
± 
8.240

0.574 
± 
0.139

13.458 
± 
5.418

0.362 
± 
0.142

0.827,
1,
0.368

1.099,
1,
0.301

ST = 
a × 
SH

0.924 
± 
3.313

0.831 
± 
0.089

3.101 
± 
7.191

0.797 
± 
0.165

3.283 
± 
3.661

0.796 
± 
0,127

11.850,
1,
0.001

16.408,
1, 0.00

3.2. Morphometric Coefficients Model from
Different Populations
AT. granosa weight and shell length relationship analysis showed no

b

b

b
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differences in coefficient a and b values between populations (Table
2). A statistical test was performed on the coefficient b through a t
test indicating the coefficient b < 3 or negative allometry in all AT.
granosa populations. This condition showed that the growth of
cockle shell length was faster or more dominant compared to the
growth of cockle weight. A further test of the hypothesis also showed
that H  was rejected (P < 0.05) and indicates that the growth rate of
shell length and cockle weight was in an overall imbalance.

Table 2

Equality a and b coefficients in the biometric model from different populations

Model
W = a × L

Banda Aceh Lhokseumawe Pulau Pinang ANCOVA’s
F, df

a ± 
SEa

b ± 
SEb

a ± 
SEa

b ± 
SEb

a ± 
SEa

b ± 
SE SE

is not
italic b

Aa

Whole
sample

0.0016 
± 
0.0025

2.6178 
± 
0.2095

0.0015 
± 
0.0328

2.7629 
± 
0.3894

0.0061 
± 
1.4319

2.2018 
± 
0.5866

0.510,
1,
0.479

Males
0.0015 
± 
0.0079

2.6306 
± 
0.2831

0.0008 
± 
0.1961

2.7713 
± 
0.567

0.0127 
± 
2.9646

2.0043 
± 0.889

0.002,
1,
0.961

Females
0.0019 
± 
0.0069

2.5695 
± 
0.3368

0.0009 
± 
0,0447

2.7559 
± 
0.3838

0.0033 
± 
2.5539

2.3697 
± 
0.7607

0.135,
1,
0.715

ANCOVA’s
F, df, P

1.570,
1,
0.217

4.386,
1,
0.042

2.966,
1,
0.092

2.878,
1,
0.097

2.985,
1,
0.091

0.324,
1,
0.572

–

3.3. Environmental Parameter
Seasonal variations of environmental parameters in the sampling
areas are presented in Table 3. Water temperature, salinity, and
phytoplankton density concentration fluctuated significantly
compared to other environmental parameters during the study period.

0

b
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Table 3

Ranges of the seasonal environmental parameter at the sampling areas (average ± st. dev)

Environmental
parameter

June
2009

July
2009

August
2009

September
2009

November
2009

Temperature (°C)

Banda Aceh

 Minimum 26.32 24.27 24.29 25.43 26.90

 Maximum 30.97 30.44 30.45 29.88 32.61

Lhokseumawe

 Minimum 28.82 28.82 26.81 28.07 27.71

 Maximum 31.08 31.71 30.06 31.17 30.87

Pulau Pinang

 Minimum 27.23 27.52 26.65 27.10 25.87

 Maximum 31.63 31.10 31.45 30.60 30.90

Salinity (ppt)

Banda Aceh 32.27 31.35 29.98 27.47 30.06

Lhokseumawe 31.00 30.97 31.16 31.20 31.03

Pulau Pinang 29.33 28.52 26.39 26.87 27.35

pH

Banda Aceh 7.65 8.02 8.03 8.17 7.80

Lhokseumawe 8.13 7.88 8.04 8.06 8.17

Pulau Pinang 8.02 7.49 7.85 8.14 8.04
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Environmental
parameter

June
2009

July
2009

August
2009

September
2009

November
2009

Dissolved oxygen (mg/L)

Banda Aceh 6.53 6.81 6.96 6.05 5.97

Lhokseumawe 6.01 6.38 6.47 6.14 6.28

Pulau Pinang 7.20 5.20 5.20 4.90 5.13

Turbidity (NTU)

Banda Aceh 17.40 29.30 8.61 9.02 10.86

Lhokseumawe 43.20 30.50 36.50 66.90 31.60

Pulau Pinang 29.30 17.36 15.11 13.09 17.27

Orthophospate (mg/L)

Banda Aceh 0.05 0.03 0.04 0.13 0.03

Lhokseumawe 0.05 0.01 0.02 0.07 0.01

Pulau Pinang 0.10 0.05 0.08 0.06 0.03

Nitrate (mg/L)

Banda Aceh 0.71 0.03 0.11 0.73 0.75

Lhokseumawe 0.68 0.14 0.03 0.03 0.20

Pulau Pinang 0.80 0.02 1.30 0.73 0.03

Nitrite (mg/L)

Banda Aceh 0.05 0.02 0.02 0.03 0.75

Lhokseumawe 0.03 0.03 0.04 0.04 0.05
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Environmental
parameter

June
2009

July
2009

August
2009

September
2009

November
2009

Pulau Pinang 0.03 0.03 0.04 0.06 1.09

Ammonia (mg/L)

Banda Aceh 0.87 0.20 0.16 0.15 0.11

Lhokseumawe 0.19 0.17 0.25 0.25 0.14

Pulau Pinang 0.24 0.18 0.14 0.25 0.42

Phytoplankton density (cell/L)

Banda Aceh 1831.67 1446.67 851.67 1178.33 630.00

Lhokseumawe 1656.67 1365.00 711.67 2601.67 3010.00

Pulau Pinang 4340.00 4001.67 1470.00 11,713.33 4340.00

4. Discussion

4.1. Biometric Relationship Model of
AnadaraTegillarca granosa
Biometric data analysis of AT. granosa from the northern region of
the Strait of Malacca showed that the cockle growth model was
negative allometry. The growth of shell length was more dominant
than the growth of cockle weight. The growth model generated from
the three sampling sites showed that the value of the b coefficient
was less than 3 (b < 3). The balance value of the b coefficient
generally has a range between 2.4 and 4.5 (Wilbur and Owen 1964),
and when the b value is equal to 3 (b = 3), the relationship of shell
length and cockle weight is isometric (Carlander 1969). In this study,
the b coefficient differs within a population or when compared to
other populations. The cockle population from Lhokseumawe had a
higher b coefficient (b = 2.7629 ± 0.3894) compared to the cockle
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population from Banda Aceh (b = 2.6178 ± 0.2095) and the cockle
population from Pulau Pinang (b = 2.2018 ± 0.5866). According to
sexual orientation, a similar condition was presented, although both
male and female AT. granosa from Lhokseumawe had the highest b
coefficient (male b = 2.7713 ± 0.567, female 2.7559 ± 0.3838)
compared to other sampling locations (Banda Aceh male b = 2.6306 
± 0.2831, female b = 2.5695 ± 0.3368; Pulau Pinang male b = 2.0043 
± 0.889, female b = 2.3697 ± 0.7607). These b coefficient results
indicated that the cockle growth rate in Lhokseumawe was more
appropriate or suitable compared to the other two sampling areas.
The b coefficient value of biometric relationships is characteristically
compared between dimensional growth of related or similar species
in various geographical areas (Ramesha and Sophia 2015).

The contrary conditions could be found among cockles from the
Pulau Pinang area, where the value of the b coefficient was lower
than the range value of the b coefficient for most bivalves at 2.4–4.5
that was described by Wilbur and Owen (1964), causing the cockle
shell length against cockle weight showed an unbalanced condition
causing the cockle shell length against cockle weight showed an
unbalanced condition. Shell length growth was faster than the
increase of the cockle body volume, causing the cockle to be
unhealthy. Factors such as reproductive biology (Rueda and Urban
1998), and the physical and biological variables of a habitat (Seed
1968; Thorarinsdottir and Johannesson 1996) are recognized as
affecting growth and can change the allometry relationship between
the shell length and the cockle weight in bivalvia. Water quality
analysis showed that a faster increase in shell length compared to
body weight was due to the fluctuation in environmental conditions
in cockle habitats. Furthermore, the environmental circumstances
were unsuitable for cockle growth due to an increased level of
nutrients that exceeded the standard rate for marine life (Table 3).
Based on observations, the high concentration of nutrients is
potentially toxic to the cockles and could affect cockle growth.
Environmental aspects have been identified as the main factor that
affects shell development in bivalves. The shell size and shape are
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affected by the variation of ambient environmental constraints
(Wilbur and Owen 1964; Seed 1968).

Furthermore, the variety of growth patterns of AT. granosa highly
correlates to factors of food availability, temperature, salinity,
pollution materials, and reproductive activities (Broom 1982; Day
and Fleming 1992; Tarr 1995). The phytoplankton
densityconcentration changes were expected to be the primary
regulator of the fluctuation of the b coefficient from all sampling
areas. The Pearson correlation test showed the opposite
circumstance: the b coefficient was strongly correlated to
phytoplankton density in Banda Aceh (r = 0.766). In comparison, the
phytoplankton density showed a moderate correlation with the b
coefficient for cockles from Lhokseumawe (r = 0.532) and Pulau
Pinang (r = 0.579). The phytoplankton density was expected to be a
limiting factor for growth activity. Phytoplankton areis used as an
energy source for the growth process of shell length and cockle
weight. The supply of food sources is considered an essential factor
for sustainable growth (Seed and Suchanek 1992; Widdows and
Johnson 1988).

Changes in the b coefficient fluctuation were also expected to reveal
a relationship with the reproduction period. Sudden changes in the
value of the b coefficient meant that there was a rapid change in the
cockle weight tissue due to the meagre biomass of cockles. Weight
reduction of the cockle volume could be caused by the reproduction
process, such as the gamete production process and gonad or gamete
process being in a state of inactivity. In bivalve animals, gonadal
growth and gonadal maturation process results in increased tissue
mass density and increased tissue weight. Changes in the value of the
b coefficient indicate the beginning of the activities of gonadal
maturation and growth in bivalve animals (Hemachandra and
Thippeswamy 2008; Hickman and Illingworth 1980).

The total cockle weight is described as the total shell weight,
including the weight of cockle meat. In AT. granosa, the shell weight
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was generally heavier than the meat weight. When the shell size
increased, then the overall weight of the cockle also increased
linearly. However, the analysis of the samples showed no significant
weight increase despite the increased shell size. This condition was
assumed to be the result of the increased volume of cockle meat that
did not gain or develop linearly, causing the shell length growth was
not in line with the cockle weight.

The growth pattern is not always fixed for species. Differences in
growth models might appear in the same or different species, among
sex, indifferent or the same locations and in different seasons. The
difference in latitudinal gradient is also related to the shell size,
reproduction level and reproductive cycle in bivalves (Kanazawa and
Sato 2008; Mirzaei et al. 2017) as well as the growth pattern models
of cockles in these three sampling areas. Cockles from Banda Aceh
and Lhokseumawe had morphological differences compared to the
cockles from Pulau Pinang. AT. granosa from Banda Aceh and
Lhokseumawe had special shell features that were thicker and wider
compared to AT. granosa cockles from Pulau Pinang. Other studies
on the relationship in length and weight regarding some
AnadaraTegillarca species have demonstrated diversity and
differences in growth patterns (Table 4).

Table 4

xxxxThe length-weight relationship model for Arcidae

Family/species n Allometric
models R Relationship

model Location

Archidae

Scapharca
broughttonii 88 W = 

0.000073L 0.943 ( +)
Allometric Korea

Scapharca
subcrenata 114 W = 

0.0004L 0.935 Isometric Korea

Tegillarca
granosa 377 W = 

0.00068L 0.960 (–)
Allometric Korea

AnadaraTegillarca
granosa 640 W = 

0.0016L 0.884 (–)
Allometric

Banda Aceh,
Indonesia

2

3.31

2.97

2.82

2.618
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Family/species n Allometric
models R Relationship

model Location

AnadaraTegillarca
granosa 640 W = 

0.009L 0.924 (–)
Allometric

Lhokseumawe,
Indonesia

AnadaraTegillarca
granosa 640 W = 

0.061L 0.735 (–)
Allometric

Pulau Pinang,
Malaysia

AQ3

AQ4

The value of the b coefficient on the relationship of shell length and
cockle weight noted in this study was lower than that recorded in
other species in the same family, namely Tegillarca granosa (b = 
2.82) from Korean waters. Another difference was also found in their
relationship model, namely ScapharcaScapharca from Korean water,
which had positive allometry and isometric relationships, while AT.
granosa from the northern region of the Strait of Malacca displayed
negative allometry. Different growth patterns at different latitudes
might be caused by the influence of environmental factors, changes
in the composition of the food, and competition between individuals
particular toin a particular habitat.

AQ5

4.2. Relationships of the Biometric Component of
Anadara granosa
Analysis of the relationship of each biometric parameter of AT.
granosa through dendrogram or classification methods (hierarchy)
was used to assess the growth patterns of the three AT. granosa
populations in the northern region of the Strait of Malacca. The
dendrogram was designed to clarify the relationship of each
biometric component in cockles. Figure 3 shows the relationship
between the biometric components of AT. granosa. Through this
analysis, the degree of dissimilarity between generated clusters is
shown. The relationship between a biometric component in one
cluster compared to another biometric component in a different
cluster within the dendrogram was generated by the distance of the

2

2.763

2.202
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scale, e.g., if the scale value was found to be high, it is assumed that
the distinction between two biometric components in two different
clusters was correspondingly high.

Fig. 3

Dendrogram  parameter  of  AnadaraTegillarca  granosa  biometric
relationship from the  northern region of  the  Strait  of  Malacca.  (aA
cluster of AnadaraTegillarca granosa population A; A1 and A2: sub-
cluster  of  AnadaraTegillarca  granosa  population  A;  bB  cluster  of
AnadaraTegillarca  granosa  population  B).  (BSL  Banda  Aceh
AnadaraTegillarca  granosa  shell  length,  BSH  Banda  Aceh
AnadaraTegillarca  granosa  shell  height,  BC  Banda  Aceh
AnadaraTegillarca  granosa  shell  thickness,  BTV  Banda  Aceh
AnadaraTegillarca  granosa  total  volume,  BSV  Banda  Aceh
AnadaraTegillarca  granosa  shell  volume,  BFCW  Banda  Aceh
AnadaraTegillarca  granosa  flesh  weight,  BFTW  Banda  Aceh
AnadaraTegillarca  granosa  tissue  weight,  BDSW  Banda  Aceh
AnadaraTegillarca  granosa  dry  shell  weight,  BDTW  Banda  Aceh
AnadaraTegillarca  granosa  dry  tissue  weight,  LSL  Lhokseumawe
AnadaraTegillarca  granosa  shell  length,  LSH  Lhokseumawe
AnadaraTegillarca  granosa  shell  height,  LC  Lhokseumawe
AnadaraTegillarca  granosa  shell  thickness,  LTV  Lhokseumawe
AnadaraTegillarca  granosa  total  volume,  LSV  Lhokseumawe
AnadaraTegillarca  granosa  shell  volume,  LFCW  Lhokseumawe
AnadaraTegillarca  granosa  flesh  weight,  LFTW  Lhokseumawe
AnadaraTegillarca  granosa  tissue  weight,  LDSW  Lhokseumawe
AnadaraTegillarca  granosa  dry  shell  weight,  LDTW  Lhokseumawe
AnadaraTegillarca  granosa  dry  tissue  weight,  PSL  Pulau  Pinang
AnadaraTegillarca  granosa  shell  length,  PSH  Pulau  Pinang
AnadaraTegillarca  granosa  shell  height,  PC  Pulau  Pinang
AnadaraTegillarca  granosa  shell  thickness,  PTV  Pulau  Pinang
AnadaraTegillarca  granosa  total  volume,  PSV  Pulau  Pinang
AnadaraTegillarca  granosa  shell  volume,  PFCW  Pulau  Pinang
AnadaraTegillarca  granosa  flesh  weight,  PFTW  Pulau  Pinang
AnadaraTegillarca  granosa  tissue  weight,  PDSW  Pulau  Pinang
AnadaraTegillarca  granosa  dry  shell  weight,  PDTW  Pulau  Pinang
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AnadaraTegillarca granosa dry tissue weight).

Dendrogram analysis showed that cluster A had two sub-clusters;
namely, A1 represented the biometric component of AT. granosa
from Lhokseumawe and A2 represented the biometric component of
AT. granosa from Banda Aceh, which was separated on a scale of 16.
Cluster B was a hierarchy cluster of biometric components of AT.
granosa from Pulau Pinang. Cluster B was separated by cluster A on
a scale of 25. The larger recorded scale means the dissimilarity of
elements forming the component were higher. It showed that the
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growth pattern based on the biometric parameter was very different
from the high level of inequality among the clusters (population) and
sub-clusters (subpopulations). This condition was interpreted to
mean that the AT. granosa populations from Lhokseumawe and
Banda Aceh (Indonesia) and Pulau Pinang (Malaysia) had significant
differences in shell form and growth pattern and further correlated to
the biometric relationship models. Gaspar et al. (2002, 2001) and
Popa et al. (2010) stated that the population can be explained in
particular by the growth characteristics through the measurement of
biometric morphology.

It is thought that the factor that could cause variances in biometric
components, and thus, affect AT. granosa growth patterns between
cluster A and cluster B is spatial differentiation. The source of AT.
granosa from cluster A was distinct from cluster B, where AT.
granosa populations within cluster A came from the northern region
of Sumatra island, while AT. granosa in the cluster B originated from
the western region of Peninsular Malaysia. Sub-clusters of A were
also known to have differences in growth patterns of the biometric
component; they even had close proximity. AT. granosa cockles of
sub-clusters A1 and A2 were expected to come from the same
population source. Differences in the pattern of biometric
components may have occurred because of the differences in
environmental factors that were local in nature, affecting the growth
patterns. Differences in the range of salinity (Carmichael et al. 2004;
Schöne et al. 2003), temperature (Goodwin et al. 2001; Jones et al.
1989; Kennish and Olsson 1975; Pilditch and Grant 1999; Schöne et
al. 2002) and density of phytoplankton (Alunno-Bruscia et al. 2001;
Carmichael et al. 2004; Grant 1996; Lorrain et al. 2000; Miyaji et al.
2007) also play a role in determining the growth pattern of cockles in
the three sampling areas.
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